
It sure has been an inter-
esting spring and early 

summer, it’s early July and we 
have had two tropical systems 
pass by our coast. Luckily, nei-
ther created significant impact 

on the island, park service operations, or the ferry services. I’m sure 
some of you were on the island and had the opportunity to ride out a 
tropical system. 

The Davis Island Fishing Foundation has evolved over the years since 
its inception, and while I wasn’t a part of the club when it was founded, 
I’ve recently been reminded why this club is so unique, it’s the friend-
ships we create. DIFF was founded by a group of friends that liked to 
fish and wanted to have a friendly competition. Well that small group of 
friends has grown to over 250 like-minded friends! This spring I have 
seen photos of DIFF members spending time together on the island. 
Some of you I know very well and some are acquaintances, but one 
thing I’m sure of, DIFF has created the opportunity for people to fellow-
ship. The bond that creates an opportunity to spend time on the beach 
together, to trade fishing tactics, and to share a piece of the beach 
together with our families around a campfire. And it’s not just about the 
tournament, some I’ve seen spending time together, fish completely op-
posite ends of the island during the tournament. Friendships are hard to 
come by and they are forged over time and over some specific common 
bond. I’m glad DIFF can play a small part in bringing people together. 

Your board of directors and tournament director, Brian Trotter, have 
been and will continue to be working toward the 33rd Annual Surf Fish-

ing Tournament which will be held October 14-16. I’ve seen the tour-
nament participant roster as it stands today, and I’m happy to see quite 
a few new names on the list. We also have quite a few past members 
returning to the club and the tournament. As will be stated later on in  
this newsletter, registration for the tournament ends on 7/31/21 and I 
encourage you to get your registration completed, don’t wait till the last 
minute and then let time slip up on you. I’m hopeful we will have great 
weather and I’m sure we will have another amazing tournament!

In reviewing a proof of the newsletter, I saw a photo of Don Eury 
from our annual meeting. Don is a founding member of DIFF, a past 
board member, and a past president of the club. I’m not sure if it was 
the masks we all wore, but somehow I neglected to see Don during 
our annual meeting and thus I didn’t recognize him for his service to 
the club. I apologize to Don and his family for this over-site on my part. 
One of my fondest memories of Don was meeting him at the lighthouse 
the first year CALO opened the lighthouse for DIFF members to climb 
during the tournament. He had just taken his grandson to the top for a 
view of the island. He was so thankful for the opportunity to create that 
experience. He encouraged my uncle, Jimmy Brown to do the same 
and we did just that. Another great memory for all of us! Don, thank 
you for your vision during the formation of DIFF and for your many 
years of service to the club!

Enjoy your time on “Island Time” and I hope to see all of you some-
time soon!

 
Tight lines, 
Lance Brown 
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Roy Byrd

Lance Brown, President, 
welcomes members and calls 
the meeting to order.

J.W. Smith recognized by the 
club as a past President.

Past President and DIFF founding 
member, Don Eury.

(left) Doug Jones and board member Geneive Jones distribute box 
lunches to meeting attendees.

DIFF President, Lance Brown (second from left), leads the discussion of the Board of Directors meeting 
held before and after the annual meeting to discuss the fall tournament and other club initiatives. Other 
board members in attendance were Geneive Jones, Darrell McCormick, David Schickedantz, Matt Bland, 
Paul Duguay, Tom Monaco, Roy Byrd, and Ann Beeson.

Tom Monaco, Vice President, 
discusses Scholarships and 
the DIFF/CBSFC Work Trip.

(left) Ann Beeson, Treasurer, and Amanda Mosley, receive dues and 
tournament registration from past DIFF President, Ed Caskey.

Matt Bland, Assistant Treasure, 
reports on the financials of the 
club.

The DIFF Annual meeting was held at The 
Hut in Pineville on April 24th after having 

to postpone our 2020 meeting due to COVID-19. 
There were a total of 41 members and guests in 
attendance at the meeting.

DIFF President Lance Brown called the meeting 
to order at 11:50 AM and welcomed members and 
guests. He told the membership that 2020 had been 
a difficult year due to the COVID-19 restrictions.

Lance gave the blessing for our meal, which was 
handled differently from past years. Meals were box 
lunches served to the tables by Geneive Jones and 
volunteers. This was different from past years, but 
Officers and Board of Directors decided this was 
best for the safety of our membership. 

We had several members recognized by Lance 
for their service to the club, J.W. Smith, Mark Weir 
and Ed Caskey. They all served as President of 
DIFF and are still active members. Mark is current-
ly our official photographer for the annual meet-
ings. Thanks to all for your dedication and service.

Assistant Treasurer, Matt Bland gave the treasurer 
report to the membership, our revenue was good 
even with a difficult year. Matt complimented our 
Treasurer, Ann Beeson for keeping excellent records. 

The 2021 Fall Fishing Tournament will be held 
October 14-16,2021 and registration is available 
online at the DIFF website. The deadline for 
entering is July 31st, 2021. Last year’s drive-
thru registration has been adopted for this years 
tournament. Rules have been updated and are 
included on pages 10 and 11, so be sure to review 
them prior to this fall’s tournament.

Tom Monaco reported that 22 members signed 
up for the 2021 work trip. It was scheduled for 
May 13th through the 16th. Cabins and meals 
were provided for volunteers.

Tom announced that a new scholarship for Clyde 
Cheek has been established and will be funded by 
family and friends. Lance commented to members 
that we now have 2 scholarships that are funded 
by family and friends. Tom recognized members, 
Rich Lambert and Mark Weir for their work on 
the scholarship committee.

Lance reported that we have 2 new charities, Hand 2 
Hand, and Lighthouse Community Church Food Pantry, 
for our grants program. David Holcomb is working with 
these charities located in the down east community. 

photos by Mark Weir

2021 DIFF ANNUAL MEETING
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Guest Speaker, Jill Jaworski, Chief of 
Visitor and Resource Protection, Cape 
Lookout National Seashore.

Roy Byrd, Secretary, diligently taking 
minutes of the meeting.

(left to right) Jim Harley, Les Gladden, 
and J.W. Smith enjoying fellowship.

Box lunches provided by McAlisters Deli were enjoyed by all.

The slate of Officers and Board members were presented to the 
membership for discussion and approval. Motion to accept and sec-
ond by the membership passed unanimously by voice vote. Below is 
the slate of officers and board members.

Our first guest speaker was Jill Jaworski, Chief of Visitor and 
Resource Protection at Cape Lookout National Seashore. Jill 
reported an increase in vehicle traffic last year due to the pandemic 
and a second boat added by Cape Lookout Cabins and Camp. They 
have hired additional rangers for the 2021 season to help monitor 
traffic. There was a question from the membership about calling in 
a violation at night. Jill replied to call 911 to report such violations, 
and they will contact the park. Prior to Jill speaking, she issued 
vehicle stickers for members that brought their receipt from their 
online purchase. This was a great service to the membership.

Jeff West, Superintendent, Cape Lookout National Seashore, 
followed up on Jill’s comments on calling 911 when you see any-
thing of concern. He has increased staff to deal with the increase 
of vehicles and visitors. He also noted that Marine Patrol is going 
to put a UTV on the island. There was a question from the mem-
bership concerning Mack’s ferries running 12 hours a day. Jeff’s 
reply was that the contract with the park service did not specify 
hours of operation and the 12 hours was the US Coast Guard reg-
ulation. And this may be something he will have to address in the 
future if vehicle traffic becomes a problem. Lance Brown asked 
when North Core is going to re-open? Jeff replied that he doesn’t 
have a date to give, but the park service is working on it. The 
issuing of vehicles permits is going well. The re-location of cabins 
at the Great Island site is being looked at by Jeff. He has kept DIFF 
and CBSFC informed on the status of moving cabins, which is in 
the very early stages of planning. Jeff has been working with Dr. 
Robert Young, Professor of Geology at Western Carolina University 
and Director of the Program for the Study of Developed Shorelines, 
on evaluating the sustainability on the current site on Great Island 
Cabins. Dr. Young gave Jeff an estimate of 10 – 15 years for the 
cabins at the existing site. With cabins #1 through #10 being the 
most vulnerable of being lost to future storms. Jeff is trying to pre-
vent the events that occurred on North Core Banks from happen-
ing on South Core Banks.

I would like to Thank Geneive Jones for making arrangements 
for the meeting facility and meals provided to members. The boxed 
lunches were a great idea and I thought worked very well. Thanks to 
Amanda Mosley for handling registration, Doug Jones, Les Glad-
den, and Doug Bryant for helping with everything from 
setting up tables and chairs, to helping serve meals. Les 
also helped with merchandise sales.

Guest Speaker, Jeff West, 
Superintendent, Cape Lookout 
National Seashore.

Tom Monaco takes advantage of Jill Jaworski’s sticker distribution after purchas-
ing it online. This was a great service to members who now won’t have to get their 
stickers on the island this year.

Lance Brown — President
Tom Monaco — Vice President
Roy Byrd — Secretary
Ann Beeson — Treasurer
Matt Bland — Assistant Treasurer
Darrell McCormick — Board Member
David Schickedantz — Board Member

Ted Mosley — Board Member
Steve Evans — Board Member
Paul Duguay — Board Member
Geneive Jones — Board Member
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Darrell McCormick

This year’s work 
trip got off to a 

rocky start, our fearless 
leaders of the CBSFC 
and DIFF handing the 
reins to trainees. Tom 
Monaco has served 
faithfully as chief cook 
and bottle washer 
to keep this motley 
band fed for years. We 
greatly appreciate his 
dedication and long-
time service to these 
clubs and our island. 

The mantle was 
passed to Michael 
Ponticelli. Michael, thank you for taking 
on such a daunting task, and preforming 
an incredible job. The food was great, and 
everyone was kept fat and happy. These 
efforts require much from many, in planning 
and production, to the relationship between 
our organizations and the park service. Many 
thanks to Jeff West and his staff for their 
support and understanding of what needs 
to be done. With late notice Lance asked 
me to serve as our group leader and I felt a 
little behind the curve. I should never have 
doubted the ability of our group. Scott Mc-
Cormick agreed to be our Project Manager, 
what a blessing. Things could not have gone 
better. More was done than was asked or 
expected. Scott looked at the list and our 

crew— he determined we needed more 
work. Sheathing and some framing work 
were done on more than 15 cabins, all work 
was painted and protected on completion. As 
a result, we will be even more effective on 
future trips with a walk-thru punch list a few 
weeks prior to future trips. This will result 
in better preparation on our part and a plan 
going in on what we can get done.

The care and maintenance of the cabins 
and the island are critical to our clubs and 
the enjoyment of thousands of others who 

visit our island every year. It’s a daunting 
task, the weather, the wind and the sun 
wear on these structures. The Park Service 
does a fantastic job with limited manpower 
and resources, our dedication to the island 
makes a huge difference.

It was a great trip and a lot of folks worked 
hard and got a lot done. A wise man was 
once asked, “which is greater, the journey 
or the destination?” His wise reply, “the 
company” …. No other statement can better 
describe the experience of our work trip… 
what an incredible bunch of guys and gals to 
work with.

2021 JOINT DAVIS ISLAND FISHING FOUNDATION AND 
CORE BANKS SURF FISHING CLUB WORK TRIP

photos by Darrell McCormick
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David Holcomb

2020 DIFF Grants 

The 2020 DIFF Tourney Grant of $1000 was split equally between 
the Lighthouse Community Church Food Pantry in Stacy and 

Hand 2 Hand in Smyrna (beside George’s Pizza). These non-profits 
are vital to the Down East communities in a variety of ways.  

Lighthouse Community Church provides free food packages on 
the 2nd and 4th Saturdays each month. When I was volunteering on 
a Saturday recently with a Mission Team, we were able to help dis-
tribute approximately 70 food packages containing fruits/vegetables, 
various canned items, frozen meats and dairy products.  

Hand 2 Hand serves approximately 40 free lunches on Mondays 
as well as provides reduced price or free clothing and general 
housewares from donations and yard/estate sale they conduct. 
They also provide lawncare and other services to those in need 
Down East.

Thank you, DIFF members, for supporting the DIFF Grant with your 
continued participation in our annual tournaments.

(top) Lighthouse Community 
Church Food Pantry

(right) Hand 2 Hand
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Tom Monaco

BK BARRINGER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

The DIFF Scholarship program in 
2021 awarded ten scholarships 

for 2021. We saw a renewed interest in 
our applications this year compared to 
2020. Four BK Barringer Scholarships 
were awarded to high school seniors 
admitted to a four year college; three 
Jack Dunaway Scholarships were 
awarded to continuing college students; 
and two Don Eury Scholarships were 
awarded to college students majoring in 
marine biology and/or wildlife biology. 
These nine scholarships are funded 
by proceeds from the annual fishing 
tournament and member donations. 
The 10th scholarship was the Gordon 
Jones Scholarship awarded to a 
college student majoring in finance. This 
scholarship was created and funded 
by the Jones family in memory of their 
beloved husband and father Gordon 
who had also served on the DIFF Board 
of Directors as Treasurer. 

In 2022, there will be an additional 
scholarship, the Clyde Cheek Jr. 
Scholarship which will be funded by 
friends and family of Clyde Cheek. 
The scholarship was created to target 
college students participating in ROTC 
programs as a tribute to his service to 
our country. 

Donations to scholarships can be sent 
to DIFF, PO Box 777, Walkertown, NC, 
27051, with a notation that the donation 
is for a specific named scholarship, or 
to the general fund.

The following are the scholarship 
winners for 2021:

2021 DIFF SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Ashley Marie Avant

Mary Scott Rhodes

Michael Anthony Monaco Jr.

Madison Owen

Ashley Marie Avant — is from Kernersville, NC and grad-
uated from East Forsyth High School. She will be attending 
Western Carolina University. She was motivated to pursue a ca-
reer in Physical Therapy as the result of her battle with menin-
goencephalitis several years ago resulting in extensive physical 
therapy to regain normal functions like talking and walking. Her 
plan is to major in biology and continue on to graduate school 
to earn a Doctorate of Physical Therapy.

Michael Anthony Monaco Jr. — is from Apex, NC and 
graduated from Thales Academy in Apex. He is very interested 
in engineering will be attending NC State University majoring in 
Industrial Engineering.

Mary Scott Rhodes — is from Newton Grove, NC and grad-
uated from South Johnston High School. She aspires to obtain 
a law degree and will initially pursue a degree in business ad-
ministration at the University of Alabama. Her goal is to special-
ize in real estate law and wills/estates by establishing her own 
firm in her hometown so she can serve the people of Johnston 
County and surrounding counties.

Madison Owen — is from Advance, NC and graduated from 
Salem Baptist Christian School. She will attend Liberty Univer-
sity and plans to double major in Strategic Communications 
with a focus in Social Media Management and Spanish.
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JACK DUNAWAY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

DON EURY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

GORDON JONES SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Laura Grace O’Brien

Katie A. Barton

Caleb Walker Riggins

Kathryn Xiao Bai Quinn

Colin A. Joyce

Robert Lee Tyson III

Laura Grace O’Brien— is from 
Raleigh NC and is currently enrolled at 
NC State University pursuing dual BS 
degrees in Computer Science and Phi-
losophy. She is part of the Benjamin 
Franklin Scholars, a program for stu-
dents with a major in engineering and 
another major in the humanities. Her 
ultimate goal is to work on Artificial 
Intelligence in an ethical manner.

Katie A. Barton— is from Charlotte, 
NC and is currently enrolled at UNC 
Wilmington double majoring in Biology 
and Environmental Science with a 
concentration in environmental con-
servation. Her goal is to earn advance 
degrees in wildlife biology or a related 
field so she can pursue a career in 
wildlife biology and hopefully work for 
a government agency in which her 
research can be used to inform policy 
makers in their management decisions.

Caleb Walker Riggins— is from 
Raleigh and is currently enrolled at NC 
State University and is pursuing a de-
gree in Civil Engineering. His goal is to 
utilize his engineering degree to create 
sustainable design practices in mod-
ern construction and urban planning 
to improve outdated infrastructure and 
combat environmental issues.

Kathryn Xiao Bai Quinn—is from 
Durham NC and is enrolled at NC 
State University majoring in Conser-
vation Biology. Her goal is to use the 
knowledge gained from her field and 
classroom experiences to sharpen her 
technical skills and educate the public 
about conservation issue in whatever 
wildlife biologist position she attains.

Colin A. Joyce—is from Indian Trail, 
NC and is currently enrolled at UNC 
Charlotte. He is a Belk Scholar pursuing 
a BSBA in Finance. The Belk Scholars 
Program allows high achieving stu-
dents the opportunity to earn a BS de-
gree in business and a Master’s degree 
in five years. Colin is the first recipient 
of the Gordon Jones scholarship which 
is funded by the Jones family.

Robert Lee Tyson III— is from Ra-
leigh, NC and is pursuing a BS degree 
in Nursing (BSN) at UNC Chapel Hill. 
He is a Marine Corp veteran who is 
seeking a career change after serving 
as an X-ray technician for several 
years. He was inspired by his daughter 
who attained a BSN degree and is now 
a practicing nurse.
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Welcome to the DIFF Store!!
Follow link here (store will not open until August 15th):  https://

diffmerchandise.itemorder.com/ 

The store will open on August 15th and close on 
September 12th. People who will be on the island for the 

tournament can pick up items there and save on freight. Or if you 
are local to the Winston-Salem area, you may chose “pickup” 
at checkout and we will set a time and place to meet. All other 
orders will ship the week of October 4th. No orders will ship 
earlier, everything will be produced as a whole order and not 
individual orders. Not all items will be available at the tournament, 
the DIFF Store will indicate this.

Color block around images will NOT be printed on the shirts — 
descriptions are for visuals only. Share the link with your fishing 
friends, they can purchase shirts too, it is NOT members only!

Should you wish to join The DIFF Club or would like more 
information, check out our website https://www.diffclub.org, or our 
Facebook page, https://www.facebook.com/groups/diffclub.

Ann Beeson Brian Trotter

It’s time to start thinking about fall 
fishing and our upcoming DIFF tour-

nament. We had 192 entrants last year. 
The youth category was once again very 
successful and we look forward to hav-
ing many youth participants again this 
year. Out of $10,000 in prize money we 
gave out $8,960 and raised money for 
our grants and scholarships program. 
As always, it takes a dedicated group of 
volunteers to make such an event come 

together so successfully. All of the Board of Directors and many 
other volunteers worked very hard to play many important roles. 
Please consider volunteering to help with this year’s event. If 
you are willing to volunteer to help with any aspect of the 
tournament, please contact me. We need volunteers to help 
with registration, weigh-in, merchandise, and fundraising 
raffles. Also, if you or your business are willing to take on a 
sponsorship role please let us know. Sponsorships allow the 
club to keep the entry fee low, fully fund the tournament without 
using club assets, and to maximize our fundraising efforts for 
our grants and scholarships. 

This year’s event will take place on October 14-16, 2021. 
The deadline for tournament entry is July 31st. We will use 
the same registration and award structure as we did last year.  

REMEMBER You must obtain a Vehicle permit online.  Here is 
the link https://www.recreation.gov/vehiclepermits/3332402. 

Remember to MAKE sure your North Carolina Salt Water 
fishing license is up to date.  Here’s the link to check and or 
renew.  https://www.ncalvin.org/Alvin/default.aspx?Menu-
TabID=138&SiteID=1&TranTabID=488&trid=41&vid=0

I look forward to seeing everyone on the island.

DIFF TOURNAMENT UPDATE

Ann Beeson

The DIFF Club would like to sincerely thank our membership 
for their continued support through your donations to the club. 

These donations carry an added benefit for the club to go towards 
Scholarships, Work Trips, and Community relief. The following is a list 
of donors who have made those contributions.

SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS — MISCELLANEOUS
Given By

George Shouse

CLYDE CHEEK SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS
Given By

Jill Cheek, Richard & Elizabeth Cheek, Jim Thompson, 
& Sanford Thompson

GENERAL SCHOLARSHIP DONATIONS
Given By

Scott McCormick, Paul Booker, Jr., Robert (Chas) Turner, 
Mark Martin, & Casey Johnson

MEMORIALS
Given By 

Paul Moore in Memory of John Strong

Brian Trotter

https://diffmerchandise.itemorder.com/
https://diffmerchandise.itemorder.com/
https://www.diffclub.org
https://www.facebook.com/groups/diffclub
https://www.recreation.gov/vehiclepermits/3332402
https://www.ncalvin.org/Alvin/default.aspx?MenuTabID=138&SiteID=1&TranTabID=488&trid=41&vid=0
https://www.ncalvin.org/Alvin/default.aspx?MenuTabID=138&SiteID=1&TranTabID=488&trid=41&vid=0
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YOUTH Entrants for Annual Fall Tournament  + (Membership Required). Must be under age 16 by 10-14-2021 
when the annual fall tournament begins; in which case the $100 entry fee is waived when accompanied by a paid 
adult entrant. However, $25 membership must be paid for the Youth to enter the tournament.

Youth’s Date of Birth: _______________ (MM/DD/YYYY)

DIFF Treasurer use only:

❏ Cash $_________  ❏ Check #________  Check Amount $_________

2021 DIFF Membership & Tournament Registration Form
 Mail to: DIFF Club, P.O. Box 777, Walkertown, NC 27051-0777
DIFF website: https://diffclub.org/membership-dues/fall-fishing-tournament/

Tournament Entry Fees and Donations to DIFF provide at least:
$2,500.00 in DIFF Scholarships + $1,000.00 in DIFF Grants

Name (Please Print): _______________________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State: ________________  ZIP: ______________________ 

Email address:  _________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:  _________________________________________________________________ 

New Member: ❏	Yes ❏	No

* Annual Fall Tournament Entries must be postmarked by July 31, 2021. *

 Annual Fall Fishing Tournament Fee: (Includes Hat & T-Shirt)  ❏	 Adult Member  ..................... $100.00

 DIFF Membership Fees: ❏	 Adult Renew/New Member .... $25.00

  ❏	 Youth Renew/New Member .... $25.00

  ❏	 Lifetime Member ................. $250.00

 Donation to DIFF (Scholarships, Grants, etc.) ❏  ..................................... $________

 Total Due ❏  ..................................... $________

  Adult T-Shirt Size: ________ (SM, MD, LG, XL, 2XL, 3XL, 4XL)

 Youth T-Shirt Size: ________ (YSM, YMD, YLG, YXL)

	❏ I have read the 2021 DIFF Annual Fall Tournament Rules and will comply 
with the rules governing the tournament:

  (Signature Required) ________________________________________

Tournament Confirmation Cards and Future Newsletters will be sent to the above email and physical address. Please 
bring confirmation for entry in Tournament.
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RULES FOR DETERMINING WINNING FISH

Brian Trotter

The DIFF Club Surf Fishing Tournament is open to DIFF Club mem-
bers only. The tournament will begin at 12:00 noon on Thursday, 

October 14, 2021 and will end at 12:00 noon on Saturday, October 16, 
2021. All contestants must register at Cabin 16, DIFF headquarters, 
between 9:00 AM and 11:00 AM on October 14, 2021. The deadline for 
entering the tournament is July 31, 2021. Tournament Fee for DIFF mem-
bers under 16 before October 8, 2021 will be waived when accompanied 
by an adult entrant. When you register, please provide your current email 
address.  Entry confirmation cards will be sent via email. Please print the 
confirmation email and bring it to the Tournament or confirm with the 
Director or Treasurer before the Tournament.  

All contestants must attend a pre-tournament meeting at DIFF head-
quarters beginning at 11:00 AM on October 14, 2021. Late arrivals that 
have prepaid must advise a DIFF official of their estimated arrival time 
and check in with an official prior to fishing. Contestants may not leave 
DIFF headquarters to begin fishing until the pre-tournament meeting is 
adjourned and the starting signal is given. There will be a random roll call. 
The tournament director reserves the right to call a complete roll call of 
tournament entrants as needed.  All registered contestants not present at 

starting signal will be DISQUALIFIED!! All fish in your possession at the 
beginning of the tournament must be dressed. Your vehicle and premises 
may be inspected by tournament officials at the beginning of the tourna-
ment and at any time during the tournament.  

All fish (including appropriate paper work for fish) entered in the tour-
nament must be brought to and registered at the fishing tournament 
headquarters. Entrants are strongly encouraged to take photos of the fish 
they catch and enter into the weigh-in, even those fish which must be 
released.  Tournament headquarters will be open on a limited schedule. 
Entrants will be given the schedule at the pre-tournament meeting. To be 
eligible, a fish must be entered and registered in the tournament by 12:00 
noon, October 16, 2021. No exceptions! Contestants in the check-in line 
at noon on Saturday will be processed and eligible for the tournament. 
Fish check-in will be closed when that final group of entrants is pro-
cessed. For a fish to be eligible for a cash prize, it must be registered and 
weighed-in by the individual catching the fish. Fish will not be weighed-in 
for anyone showing up after 12:00 noon Saturday, October 16, 2021. In 
addition to being eligible to fish in the tournament entrants are eligible to 
participate in all other tournament activities. 

RED DRUM: A single fish per en-
trant to be determined by measure-
ment from the tip of upper jaw to the 
tip of the tail, plus measurement of 
girth (per diagram), both measure-
ments to nearest 1/8”. Fish must be 
measured and recorded in presence 
of two tournament members and 

witnessed with their signatures. Forms must be fully completed and turned in at 
the designated time. State size limit will apply.  All fish outside of the State slot 
size must be released alive.

PUPPY DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State 
size limit will apply. All fish outside of the State slot size must be released 
alive. The same fish cannot be entered for Red Drum category.

BLUE FISH: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State 
size limit will apply.

Prizes will be awarded as follows: (* Species to be determined.)

RED DRUM PUPPY DRUM BLUEFISH WHITING WILDCARD OPEN* OPEN*

1st $ 5 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0

2nd $ 3 3 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0

3rd $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0

4th $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0

5th $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0

 6th $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0

7th $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0

8th $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0

Total $1540 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410

A contestant may win one cash prize per category. Contestants can win 
a cash prize in more than one category. Any prize money not awarded 
in a category will be awarded as Scholarships or Grants.  Any ties for a 
merchandise prize (Example: First-Place Combo) will be settled by a coin 
toss.  Any ties for cash will be divided equally, after summing the total of 
the cash awards for that position and the next lower cash award levels 

as is appropriate. If there are less than 200 paid entrants or funds are 
not otherwise raised to cover tournament expenses and prizes, the prize 
money in each category will be reduced proportionally.  Contestants are 
eligible to win only one door prize, and must be present at the drawing to 
win.  Contestants must be present to win Raffle prizes with the exception 
being the Generator Raffle. 

DIFF 33rd ANNUAL FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT
$10,000 in Prize Money — October 14-16, 2021

ENTRY FEE OF $100.00 IS DUE WITH ENTRY FORM POSTMARKED by JULY 31, 2021. 
NO EXCEPTIONS

Tournament proceeds fund at least $2,500.00 in DIFF Scholarships + $1,000.00 in DIFF Grants.
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RULES FOR DETERMINING WINNING FISH (continued)

FISHING AND CONDUCT RULES 

NO-SHOWS

TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION AND/OR MODIFICATIONS

WHITING: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply.  

OPEN CATEGORIES: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. 
State size limit will apply. The open categories will be announced during the 
pre-tournament meeting based on species available at that time.

SPECIAL CATEGORIES: Additional fish categories may be announced 
during the pre-tournament meeting.  State size limit will apply.  Entrant 
must declare the category during weigh-in and only one fish can be 
weighed in per entrant per category.

All fish must be caught on hook and line with rod and reel from the 
shoreline or permanent structures attached to Core Banks South (Davis 
Island). The fish will belong to the person originally hooking the fish, but can 
have another entrant assist in landing, or as a relief handling the rod or reel. 
A non-contestant person may not assist in any way. 

Each contestant is permitted to fish with a maximum of two (2) rods 
at any given time. Bait launching devices other than a fishing rod and 
fishing reel are strictly prohibited. Examples of such prohibited de-
vices are, but not limited to, kayaks, boats, drones, and devices using 
compressed gas or explosives. Any fish whose physical makeup has been 
altered in any way will be disqualified. Any violation of the rules will warrant 
disqualification of the contestant in all fish categories.

Fishing spots may not be reserved prior to or during the tournament in 
any way such as, placing rod holders, the aid of entrants or non-contes-
tants or parking vehicles at a place on the beach where you intend to fish. 
Parked vehicles left other than in the camp area should be well above the 
high tide mark. Please apply common courtesy while visiting or traveling 
through congested fishing areas. Many of us share favorite fishing spots on 
the South Core Banks. 

We will utilize a tagging system to identify one (1) slot drum from 

each fishing day. There will be 3 different color zip ties in your bag, 
YellowYellow, BlackBlack, and RedRed. The zip tie will be placed through the gill plate 
and out of the mouth and connected to make a loop or a circle. From the 
start of the tournament, 12:00 PM on October 14th until midnight, you will 
use the Yellow zip tie. October 15th from 12:00 AM Midnight to 11:59 PM, 
you will use the Black zip tie and from October 16th from 12:00 AM Midnight 
until the end of the tournament, you will use the Red zip tie. This procedure 
is to assist the Park Service, Park Rangers, and Marine Patrol, and identify 
what days the fish were caught and to minimize possession and creel limit 
issues. Please understand the Laws of fish possession. 

The tournament director and/or his assignees (protest committee) reserve 
the right to disqualify any fish of suspicious nature that is entered. Names 
of the Rules and Protest Committee members will be given at the beginning 
of the tournament. Written protests must be filed with the Rules and Pro-
test Committee by 12:30 PM on October 16, 2021. Any protest after that 
time will not be considered. All decisions by the committee will be final. All 
Federal, State and Park Service laws and/or rules shall be observed. NOTE: 
North Carolina Saltwater Fishing License regulations are in effect.  

It is the responsibility of entrants to know current creel and bag limits. 
See http://www.ncwildlife.org/.

In the event the entrant cannot for any reason, other than provided 
below, attend the tournament, the entrant shall not be eligible for any re-

fund.  Entrants’ rights to tournament are not transferable.

In the event the Park Service closes the island/cabins during the tour-
nament dates, the tournament will be canceled. In the event the island is 
closed for a period during the week of the tournament and is reopened prior 
to the beginning of the tournament, the tournament committee shall, with 
the input of the Park Service and the concessionaires, make a determina-
tion as to whether all entrants can be transported to the island so that the 
tournament can begin no later than 9:00 PM on Thursday evening of the 
tournament. If that cannot be reasonably accomplished in the opinion of 
the tournament committee, the tournament will be canceled. Each entrant 
is responsible for contacting Ferry Service and NPS to determine the 
status of island closures due to extreme weather. Please see www.dif-
fclub.org or DIFF Club Facebook page, or contact a DIFF Board Member 
for Tournament Status. In the event that the Park Service gives notice to 
the tournament committee before 8:00 AM Friday that the Island is being 
closed, the tournament shall be deemed canceled. This rule will be in effect 

even if the tournament has already started. In the event of cancellation of 
the tournament because the island has been closed by the Park Ser-
vice as contemplated herein, $75.00 of the entry fee for each entrant 
will be applied toward next year’s tournament entry fee. Entrants may 
request a refund of $75 by emailing the DIFF club treasurer by Dec. 31 of 
2021.  In the event that the Park Service gives notice to the tournament 
committee after 8:00 AM Friday that it is closing the island, the tournament 
shall be deemed official and the tournament committee shall determine 
the official deadline for the tournament. The tournament committee will 
conclude that the Park Service has made a reasonable effort to notify on a 
timely manner, each person on the island of its decision to close the island. 
Should this event occur, it is the entrant’s responsibility to contact the tour-
nament committee regarding early termination of the tournament, weigh-in 
times, etc.

(continued)

http://www.ncwildlife.org/
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Officers:
Lance Brown — President .................. 336.558.7942
Tom Monaco — Vice President ........... 919.616.1706
Roy Byrd — Secretary ........................ 919.270.4170
Ann Beeson — Treasurer .. (Before 9PM) 336.399.6087
Matt Bland — Assistant Treasurer ....... 919.880.2450 

Board of Directors:
Paul Duguay ....................................... 000.000.0000
Steven Evans ..................................... 252.423.0313
Geneive Jones ................................... 434.222.6658
Darrell McCormick ............................. 336.655.4311
Ted Moseley ......................................  252.202.4673
David Schickedantz ........................... 336.312.7963

Email Board of Directors:  diffclub@outlook.com
Email Casting Tails Editor:  diffeditor@gmail.com

Core Banks Surf Fishing Club (CBSFC) website:
https://sites.google.com/view/core-banks-surf-fishing-club/

DIFF... Beyond Fishing!

The Davis Island Fishing Foundation (DIFF) is a non-profit club for people that enjoy recre-
ational Surf Fishing and associated fellowship and social activities on South Core Banks of 
Cape Lookout National Seashore, affectionately known as Davis Island.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose, objectives and efforts of DIFF are to benefit the DIFF membership and other visitors of 
Davis Island.

• DIFF actively supports and demonstrates responsible use of Off-Road Vehicles (ORV) for beach 
access to engage in surf fishing and other suitable activities.

• DIFF promotes a code of ethics for responsible behavior on the island.

• DIFF educates visitors on the rich heritage of surf fishing and current fishing conservation practices.

• DIFF provides physical and fiscal resources to assist the Park Service in maintaining cabins and 
other facilities.

• DIFF hosts fishing tournaments for its members enjoyment, while raising money for scholarships 
and grants.

• DIFF supports the conservation of Davis Island’s culture, history, heritage and appropriate protec-
tion of its fish and wildlife.

• DIFF collaborates with the park management, concessionaires and other supportive organizations 
to benefit the DIFF membership.

• DIFF maintains awareness of activities that could affect Davis Island in a positive or negative way 
and responds appropriately to support the DIFF purpose.

• DIFF provides effective communications to its members by website, email, Facebook, newsletter, 
and periodic meetings.

Davis Island Fishing Foundation
P.O. Box 777
Walkertown, NC 27051-0777
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PARK WATCH
You can be an extra set of eyes and ears in the park to help the park rangers keep everyone safe.

•   To report a problem, violation, or flagrant misuse or activity that you have seen, 
call 911 and they will contact the Park Service directly.

You have the ability to keep this fantastic natural resource from abuse.

mailto:diffclub%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
https://sites.google.com/view/core-banks-surf-fishing-club/
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