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First and foremost, I hope this edition of the DIFF “Casting Tails” 
newsletter finds each of you well and your family safe, healthy, and 

doing your best to manage through these challenging times. The impact 
of COVID-19 (coronavirus) has far reaching implications which are unique 
to each of us and I’m hopeful better days are ahead for each of you. 

DIFF has also been impacted by COVID-19 as we had to postpone 
our annual membership meeting and we have also chosen to postpone 
our annual work trip at Great Island Camp. The work completed by DIFF 
and Core Banks Surf Fishing Club is extremely impactful on the physical 
structures of Great Island Camp and something the CALO Park Service 
benefits greatly from each year. We are hopeful we can reschedule the 
work trip for later on in the summer or early fall, but time will tell. 

You will find registration forms for our Fall Fishing Tournament en-
closed later in the newsletter and we are looking forward to seeing 
each of you on the island in October. A lot of you typically complete your 
registration at the annual meeting and I would like to remind you to get 
your entries completed and returned well in advance of the deadline. At 
this point, I believe we could all use a little “island time” and I’m positive 
some of you have taken advantage of the opportunity to go to the island 
this spring as CALO remains open to the public, but with limited services. 
So pack extra ice, extra fuel, and your solar shower bags…  I would like 
to commend Jeff West, Superintendent, Cape Lookout National Seashore, 
and his staff for their continued work regarding keeping the park open. 

Some of you are likely aware, we recently lost Gordon Jones. Gordon 
was a longtime DIFF member who was currently serving on the board 
of directors and was our acting Treasurer for the club. Gordon was a 
kind soul who lead our board of directors by example. He had the unique 
ability to listen… I never knew him to formulate knee-jerk reactions and 
he was always a voice of reason for our board of directors. I valued his 
thoughtfulness and his ability to articulate his point-of-view to our board, 
our membership, and the leadership of CALO. The role of treasurer for 
DIFF is one of significant responsibility and his mark on DIFF will be long 
lasting. I will miss my DIFF colleague, and someone I considered to be a 
friend. And our DIFF board of directors will miss his leadership and per-
sonality he imparted to our board. Fair winds and tight lines my friend! 

Stay safe, stay healthy, and enjoy the sand when you can! 

Lance Brown
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32ND ANNUAL FALL
FISHING TOURNAMENT

October 8-10, 2020
Entry Deadline: July 31, 2020*

$10,000 In Prize Money
Enter online at: www.diffclub.com

*Please Note Address Change on 
Registration/Tournament Entry Form 

ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING
Date: To Be Announced

ANNUAL WORK TRIP
Date: To Be Announced

Lance Brown

(left to right) Gordon Jones, DIFF Club Treasurer, and Lance Brown, DIFF Club President, 
selling raffle tickets at the 2014 tournament.

http://diffclub.com
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David Schickedantz

It’s never the intent of 
an editor to write about 

things that make you sad, 
but these last few months 
have been brutal to our 
small fishing community. 

For many of us, it helps in the healing process to remember and 
celebrate the lives of those dear to us that have died. Many of you 
know that I was friends with Larry Bassett, who passed away in 
December, and Mike 
Laughlin, who passed 
in January. Another one 
of my friends, Gordon 
Jones Jr., who made 
the biggest impact in 
my life, and who I’ve 
known since I was a 
very impressionable 
23-year-old, passed 
on Easter Sunday, after 
an 18-month long 
battle with prostrate cancer which metastasized into his bones. It is 
comforting to know that his family was with him in these trying times 
with the COVID-19 pandemic still an issue.

Gordon had been on the DIFF Club Board of Directors as Treasurer for 
many years, and was a very knowledgeable man, and knew how to get 
things done very diplomatically and socially responsibly. He was an avid 

sportsman who loved 
to fish and hunt. He 
loved his family, and 
always had a story to 
tell about his children 
and grandchildren.

I met Gordy on my 
first trip to the island 
back in 1988 with 
Larry Bassett, Alvin 
Tans, and Jack Davis. 
I was immediately 
drawn to his selfless 
acts of kindness, and 

the way he made me feel so welcome in this group that he’d already 
been fishing with since the late ‘70s. Being a newbie to surf-fishing, I 
quickly learned all that I could from him about this new experience on 
Davis Island. He drove a 1977 International Scout Traveler diesel, which 
I also fell in love with. In fact, in 1991, this was the vehicle that I wanted 
to take to the island, so I purchased a 1979 Scout Traveler. Unfortunately, 

this truck broke down on the 
island on it’s maiden voyage 
in 1992. When it broke down, 
Gordy was the first one to 
pitch in to help. I kept it for 
another 12 years, but didn’t 
think it reliable enough to 
bring back to the island.

Our friendship would 
only grow stronger over 
the years, and we had some great times for basically one-week out of 
each year. As with most that experience CALO, this was the only trip 
that I looked forward to each year. The bonds that are formed over 
years of fishing together is something that will never be forgotten. Yes, 

there were family trips, but this 
one was different. Some people 
are friends with a whole lot of 
people, but being somewhat of 
an introvert, I didn’t have a lot of 
close friends, but the ones that I’ve 
had have been some of the best 
folks around and if possible, I would 
make sure that we stayed friends 
forever. A lot of these friends I met 
on these week-long trips to CALO. 

I only wish that I could actually remember all of the great times on the 
island that I’ve had with these special friends. 

In ‘93, when I got married, my wife was very understanding in 
the fact that I would be attending this 
fall trip every year. I said that I was 
“grandfathered-in.” I held Larry, Gordy, 
and Alvin in such high regard, that I asked 
them to be “best-men” at our wedding.

Every one of us has had something 
happen either getting ready for the trip, 
on the way, or while we were there. There 
was of course, the year that my Scout 
broke down, the year that Jack Davis was on his way to the island, 
outside of Jacksonville, and had an incident with some deer, busting his 
rod rack to pieces; too many to mention for Bassett, but driving over an 
engine block and busting two tires on his son’s jeep, and so many others 
that he was awarded what we called, “Core Banks Encounters;” Gordy 
getting t-boned after picking up supplies from Bassett a couple of years 
ago (he came out without a scratch); Reece reading the newspaper 
while driving down the beach a couple of years ago, and driving over a 
2-foot sand berm, landing with one rear wheel in the air. Luckily, no one 
was hurt in these instances, except for their pride after all the ribbing.

I don’t know which cabin this was, but this was certainly 
one of my first trips with these guys; no generator, no 
hot water (ie, no showers). (left to right) Gordon Jones, 
David Schickedantz, and Alvin Tans.

One of Gordy’s first trips to CALO. (left to right) Rex 
Huntley, Alvin Tans, Gordon Jones, Sam Williams, 
Larry Bassett on Katherine T.

Gordon Jones with a slightly undersized Flounder.

Evening cocktails at the Cape! I’ll never 
forget his smile! 

Gordon and his 1977 International Scout 
Traveler.

Circa 1991? Prior to cell phones, Gordon 
checking weather radio for local weather.

Circa 1989? (left to right) Gordon 
Jones and Sam Williams.

Circa 1989? Everyone had short, 
shorts.
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Gordon was extremely respected and liked by everyone. The 
following experiences are how other friends and DIFF Club members 
remember Gordon.

About two weeks before the 2014 DIFF Tournament, Gordon 
Jones and his wife Nancy, were headed to the Outer Banks for a 

short vacation.  Something went wrong on the two-lane section of US-
64 in the Alligator River Wildlife Refuge.  A vehicle rear-ended Gordon’s 
favorite Toyota Tundra.  Nobody was injured, but his truck was totaled.  

Gordon had planned to go to the tournament alone. I had known 
Gordon for about ten years on Larry Bassett’s November fishing 
trips.  When I heard about Gordon’s bad luck, I invited him to go with 
me. I told him about my routine at the tournament. He accepted the 
invitation with no qualifications.

I picked up Gordon at his house and we found space in my little 
Tacoma for all 
our gear. Gordon 
quickly adjusted 
to my quirks. We 
had a great trip 
and enjoyed each 
other’s company 
for seven days. 
He became not 
just a friend, but 
a partner.

My tournament 
routine amounted 

to driving to both 
ends of the island 
and stopping to 
talk to everybody I 
knew. After years 
as Tournament 
Director and DIFF 
President, that’s a 
lot of people. Fishing 
was relegated to the 
remaining time. 

Fishing was slow 
on the South end 
late Thursday afternoon. We decided to move to the North end. After 
an hour’s bouncing drive, we arrived at our solitary spot. Gordon did 
not ask about dinner plans as we passed by the cabin. I had two 
ziploc spaghetti packs in my cooler. I popped them into a pot on a 
little propane stove on my tailgate as darkness approached. We sat 
in our beach chairs and enjoyed the hot tasty meal on a beautiful 
cool evening with the sound of waves gently hitting the beach as 
background music. Yeah, we did a little fishing.

Friday afternoon, we headed south on the back road. About half-
way to the lighthouse, Gordon said “Look”. He had spotted a deer, a 
buck. I was lucky to capture a shot before it moved deeper into the 
marsh grass. After more than fifty years on the island, it was Gordon 
that showed me the only deer I’ve ever seen there. I’ll remember 
Gordon for lots of things, but that moment in time will always be his.

~ Mark Weir ~

Rare citing of a buck on CALO by Gordon Jones 
and Mark Weir in 2014.  (photo by Mark Weir)

(left to right) Gordon Jones and Larry Bassett, 
getting ready to leave paradise after airing 
back up!

Gordon and his ever-faithful favorite bait-casting 
rod. He always had bait in the water and usually 
a trout rod along with it in hand.

(left to right) Mark Schickedantz, 
Larry Bassett, Ed Caskey, David 
Schickedantz, and Gordon Jones.

2019 at the point! Gordy with new 
Tundra, getting ready to get back to it!

Some things come to mind about Gordy: He loved to cook, even tried 
(after a trip), to make a bluefish stew, from what he told us, “it wasn’t 
pretty.” He was a master at cleaning fish, except for the one time where 
he attempted unsuccessfully to clean a skate and was surprised by how 
many spines stick up from the top of the skin. He finally figured out that 
the blood on his hands was his and not the skates! We soon found out 
that skates are NOT the delicacy that he had heard of. 

Last November was bittersweet since due to medical problems, Bassett 
wasn’t on our trip. Although I knew about his struggles with cancer, I 
never in a million years would have expected it to be my last trip with 
Gordy. The cancer just spread too fast. We had even made plans in 
February to go back this fall. I’m still struggling with this great loss in my 
life. Rest in peace Gordon, we will miss you forever and always remember 
the good times on Davis as we celebrate you while we are there.

~ David Schickedantz ~

(left to right, seated front) Ed Caskey, Mark Weir, Reece Chapman, 
and Larry Bassett. (left to right, seated middle) Lou Provenzano 
and Michael Laughlin; (left to right, standing) Rick Heron, Gordon 
Jones, Alan Nickols, David Schickedantz, Alvin Tans, Mickey 
Southerland, and Calvin Dean.  

(photo by Mark Weir)

(left to right) Alvin Tans, Scott Mosely, Gordon Jones, Lou Provenzano, and David 
Schickedantz; 2019, our last trip with Gordy. 
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I could always count on 
Gordon for a smile, a 

helping hand, a vote of 
confidence, a listening ear 
and always good advice... I 
always looked forward to his 
smiling face and the upbeat 
outlook on life... I told him I 
was expecting him to save 
me a spot at the best fishing 
hole in heaven... ‘til I can wet 
a hook beside ya, I’ll miss you 
my friend.

~ Ann Beeson ~

I was first 
introduced to 

Gordon by Alvin Tans. 
Many of you may not 
know that Gordon 
played football for 
Lehigh University. My 
grandfather played 
football for Lehigh 
as well and I grew 
up going to Lehigh 
football games 

every fall with him. I actually saw Gordon play in the early 1970’s, 
but of course I did not know him then. Like everyone else, I found 
Gordon to be one of the kindest and most engaging people I have 
ever met. I can remember many wonderful conversations on the 
island and at board meetings. I really want the whole club to know 
that Gordon was always willing to do more than his share to help the 
club function and put on a great tournament event. He helped me on 
many occasions behind the scenes, and will be missed greatly both 
for being a great person and friend, and for all he did for the club.

~ Rich Lambert ~

Gordon is and always will be 
known as a gentle Giant. He 

always spoke softly but had big words 
and big ideas that we all listened 
to with undivided attention. I will 
always remember his kindness and 
soft spoken advice, whether it was 
about the good of the island or plain 
ol’ fishing advice. We always laughed 
when we were together.

~ Vickie King ~

I’ll always remember at our board meetings he would sit quietly 
with his legs crossed, glasses on and his chin in his hand jotting 

notes I assumed. At least once a meeting he would speak up and 
say “Umm, I have an opinion on that.” We all may have sat just 
a little bit straighter and listened a little bit more closely, (at least 
I did), because if he was speaking up, he had already thought it 
through and left very little room for debate. He will be missed as a 

voice of reasoning at our board meetings. I know he loved the peace 
and serenity that the island brought even in it’s strongest storms. My 
husband and I always enjoyed hearing him tell a good fishing story 
or any story for that matter. I remember the first time I saw Gordon 
turning onto HWY 86 in Caswell County as I was leaving school one 
afternoon thinking, “I know that was Gordon and he must be lost!” 
When I called to ask, he laughed and said no I just bought a farm here 
in Leasburg ... and for the next several years or so it wasn’t unusual 
for me to pass Gordon somewhere on HWY 119 in his truck several 
times a month leaving the farm and heading back home to Pittsboro, 
I’ll miss that. Gordon was a true friend, a remarkable human, and will 
be missed by all that knew him, or as Ann said “he’s already missed.” 

~ Geneive Jones ~

David Schickedantz (continued)

Gordon Jones and Ann Beeson at DIFF Club 
Board of Directors meeting.

Gordon Jones and Vickie King at 
the 2014 DIFF Club tournament.

Gordon, second from left, placed in the 2018 Pompano 
category in the DIFF Club Fall Tournament. DIFF Tourna-
ment Director, Rich Lambert, upper right.

Geneive Jones, currently 
serves on the Board of 
Directors for the DIFF Club.

Astin Jones, 2018, 
first-time tournament 
entry, won first-place 
in Youth Category.

Geneive Jones’ grandson, 
Astin Jones, being awarded 
first-place in the Youth Wildcard 
category by Gordon Jones.

A favorite photo of Gordon Jones fishing CALO during the 2014 tournament, Geneive Jones.
(photo by Mark Weir)
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I will miss Gordon very much and think of him and all the times we 
had together on every Easter, as that was the day he went to God’s 

place, remember that was the day He lives. I first met Gordon through 
a very close friend and DIFF club board member, Larry Bassett, when 
he invited me on my first trip to Davis Island in 1997.  Larry and Gordon 
became my best friends & mentors over the next 20+ years as I was 
invited on their annual fishing trip to Davis in the fall of every year.

Over the years, the group make-up changed, but Gordon made 
every trip as the group fellowship, sharing of stories, fishing, getting 
away from work and all the daily distractions were important to him. 
This was replaced by the tranquility, peacefulness and the preser-
vation of Davis Island. Davis was important to Gordon as he devoted 
many days to the preservation of the island through his “hammer” 
and time as a Board member. Over the years Gordon became my 
mentor in fishing, family life, work life, ethics, and character, as he 
displayed all those attributes to me. When Gordon spoke, you knew 
his words were well planned and thought out. Gordon never overre-
acted or showed anger in any situations. He was understanding, for-
giving, and a gentle and humorous person, that showed respect for 
everyone in all circumstances. He was truly a person you could love. 

Gordon and I parted ways physically when I move to Atlanta in 
1998, but we stayed close friends through working in the same 
industry, frequent trips to Larry Bassett’s mountain cabin for week-
ends, and our fall fishing trip. I last saw Gordon after Larry Basset’s 
funeral service in Greensboro in January, as seven of his fishing bud-
dies had lunch after the funeral service to celebrate our times with 
Larry. Gordon was the life of the lunch and he texted everyone after 
the lunch among other things, “The lot of you cheered me up im-
mensely.” He just will not know how much he “cheered” me up over 
the years. A friend I will truly miss and always remember. 

~ Reece Chapman ~

I had the honor and privilege of knowing and fishing with Gordon 
for right at twenty years. Simply being around him always lifted 

my spirits. In that way, he did far more for me than I ever did for him. 
He left a footprint on my heart though he never tried or intended to. 
Every time I am blessed to set foot on South Core, I will remember 
“Gordy” and give thanks again for having known him, and grown as 
a person through that. I look forward to seeing my friend again on 
that other shore where death is not even a memory. 

We call that person who has lost his father, an orphan; and a 
widower that man who has lost his wife. But that man who has 

known the immense unhappiness of losing a friend, by what 
name do we call him? Here every language is silent and holds its 

peace in impotence. 
   Joseph Roux 

~ Scott Mosely ~

Celebrating Larry Bassett’s life after his memorial service in January. (left to right) David 
Schickedantz, Reece Chapman, Calvin Dean, Alvin Tans, Ed Caskey, Gordon Jones, and 
Mark Weir. 

This is a video link to youtube which when clicked 
on, will open in your browser. Scott Mosely recorded 
it for his brother Ray. 

We had just gotten to the island, stringing rods and 
reels. Gordy was talking to my brother, Ray, who 
couldn’t make the trip due to his battle with cancer. 
Life is short, need to prioritize what really matters. 
I’m going to that island as often as I absolutely can 
make it happen. Fun fact, Gordy always referred to 
David Schickedantz as, “The Boy!”

Scott Mosely

Gordon having his morning joe, at the 
2014 DIFF Club Tournament.

2019 CALO, morning at the rock jetties 
looking for some trout!

Gordon’s final trip to the island, November 2019. 
(left to right) Alvin Tans, Scott Mosely, Gordon Jones, 

Lou Provenzano, and David Schickedantz.

Rest In Peace Jones! You are loved and 
will be missed more than you know!

https://youtu.be/3QPnylr-L3E
https://youtu.be/3QPnylr-L3E
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Jeff West

UPDATE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT, CAPE LOOKOUT NATIONAL SEASHORE 
11 APRIL 2020 

Just wanted to drop a line to folks and let you know what was 
going on. 

All restrooms remain closed; the passenger ferry remains closed. 
All three vehicle ferry services are running, but are practicing social 
distancing. Visitation has averaged 112 people per day over the 
last 14 days for the 29,000 acre, 58 mile long park. This includes 
people who drive to the Shell Point parking lot and just sit in their 
vehicles for a few minutes and leave - roughly 40 people a day. We 
are averaging about 11 trail users per day on the Sound Side Trail. 
In comparison with our normal average of 2,300 people per day 
for April 2019, it is not much. We are monitoring folks over on the 
banks, and compliance with social distancing is good, and sanitation 
is good. Park visitors we talk to are mostly from the state, many of 
them are local Carteret County folks, and there is a smattering of 
people from SC, VA, and a few other places.

Five Resource Management rangers (signing, identifying, 
monitoring threatened and endangered species, monitoring 
horses), four Visitor and Resource Protection Rangers (providing 
law enforcement, emergency medical services, and compliance 
monitoring), three maintenance personnel (water systems, HVAC, 
fuel, septic and sewage), and myself are still working in the field. Two 
additional maintenance staff came back this week for a few days 
to deal with the solar and pump systems at the LP Bathhouse. The 
USDA trapper has been working at Shackleford, and we have been 
supporting him with daily boat rides. Six people continue to telework, 
and everyone else is on administrative leave.

The Secretary extended the period of watchfulness to April 30 
— meaning the original memo authorizing our cutback of services, 
safety leave, teleworking, etc, has now been extended to April 30. 
The Great Island Cabins closure has been extended through May 
10. I will continue to watch the development and spread of the virus 
and respond in coordination with Executive Branch guidance, CDC 
guidance, and state and local ordinances. I have received a lot of 
questions about this — here is what we are doing:

Cape Lookout National Seashore remains open to the extent 
possible to support the Secretary of the Department of the 
Interior’s order of keeping parks with open space areas 
available to the public where it is safe. Cape Lookout National 
Seashore is following the North Carolina Governor’s executive 

order where leaving home to go to an open outdoor recreation 
area is permitted, and is following health advisories issued 
by the State of North Carolina, Carteret County, and the CDC. 
Social distancing and hand washing/sanitizing remain our 
best defense.

I have talked to members of state and local government, and so 
far they have been comfortable with this approach. This could, and 
probably will, change over time - I’ll keep monitoring!

I sincerely hope you are all doing well, and please know that if you 
need something, and I can make it happen, I will. Please feel free to 
call with any questions!

Thanks,
Jeff

Cape Lookout National Seashore Superintendent, Jeff West
(photo by Mark Weir)
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2020 DIFF WORK TRIP ANNOUNCEMENT

DIFF Membership, After consultation 
with Lance Brown and others in both 

clubs we are canceling the May 13-17 work 
trip. Given the uncertainties of the exact 
opening date for the cabins and what travel 
restrictions may still be in place mid May, 
we feel this is the most prudent decision. 
Additionally and just as important we 
have grave concerns for the health of our 

volunteers given that proper social-distancing 
would not be possible in the cabins.

We are open to try to schedule a later date 
for the work trip to be determined by the 
availability of cabin space.

We are disappointed that we had to cancel. 
We appreciate your support and transparency 
as we go through this pandemic ordeal. 

Stay safe! Tom

Tom Monaco

Winners of the 2019 All-Season Fishing Contest are provided on 
the right side column, and will be awarded at the rescheduled 

(To Be Announced) DIFF Annual Meeting. Due to low participation of our 
membership, the DIFF board has voted to suspend the All-Season Fishing 
Contest for 2020.

Of the 13 participants these are the winners:

Mark Kennedy

2019 ALL-SEASON FISHING CONTEST

Whiting
1st............ Lee Hege ................... 26.5”. .....................$80
2nd. .........Robin Hege ............... 25.5” ......................$55
3rd. .......... Larry Ward ................ 23.0” ......................$30

Bluefish
1st ........... Lee Hege ................... 31.0” ......................$80
2nd .......... Tom Monaco ............. 22.25” ....................$55
3rd ...........No entry

Red Drum
1st ........... Lee Hege ...................  61.5” .....................$80
2nd ..........No entry
3rd ...........No entry

Earlier this year, DIFF Board member, 
Mrs. Geneive Jones was awarded both 

the Eagle of Excellence Award for March, and 
the 2020 Classified Employee of the Year at 
South Elementary School, Mebane, NC.  

Mrs. Jones has been a Teacher’s Assistant 
at South for 22 years.  She is currently a 
Kindergarten Assistant and LLI tutor.  She is 
originally from Pittsburgh, PA, but has lived 
in this area since 1995. She indicated she 
has always loved working with children of 
all ages, whether she is coaching, teaching, 
tutoring, or doing craft activities. 

She is kind-hearted and dependable. 
Anytime someone needs help, she is 
willing to lend a hand to support our 

children. Our students are fortunate to 
have Mrs. Jones on our staff. As a result 
of her efforts our students have more 
opportunities to SOAR higher! 

When asked what she enjoys the most 
about South, she said, “What I love most 
about being a South Eagle is the dedication 
that I see go into the day-to-day instruction 
and learning, not to mention seeing all of 
those smiling faces on our students.”  We 
are grateful that Mrs. Jones is a South Eagle.  
She truly makes a difference in the lives of 
our children.

Geneive is a valued member of the DIFF 
Club Board, and is always willing to help out 
where necessary for the benefit of the club.

GENEIVE JONES AWARDED 2020 CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AT SOUTH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

DIFF Club Board member, Geneive Jones
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Tom Monaco

Katy Fulkerson

BK BARRINGER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

After several years of receiving record 
numbers of scholarship applications this 

year we received only three applications 
for just two of our scholarship offerings. 
Two applications were received for the B.K. 
Barringer Scholarship which is offered to 

high school seniors planning to attend a four 
year college. One application was received 
for the Glenn Green Scholarship offered 
to students enrolled in a graduate program. 
The scholarship committee recommended to 
the DIFF Board of Directors that three schol-

arships be awarded for the 2020 school 
year. While we lacked in quantity of appli-
cants these applicants certainly made up 
for that in quality. The three recipients have 
stellar credentials and are most deserving of 
the awards. The following are the awardees:

2020 DIFF SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

Katy Fulkerson — Katy is a senior at Halifax Academy, 
Roanoke Rapids, NC and has been admitted to Liberty 

University. She plans to major in evangelism and/or counseling. 
The following is a portion of the narrative which accompanied 
her application:

“My name is Katy Fulkerson, and I believe that am worthy of 
this award because I have worked very hard in all my academ-
ics, I have shown to be a reliable and hard worker, and I try my 
best to uphold a moral standard and to treat people with due 
respect. I will use this award to help pay for my tuition at Lib-
erty University, an incredible school that I am lucky to attend.

Throughout my time as an employee at Sylvan Heights Bird 
Park, I have strived to be consistent and reliable in how I work. 
My work ethic is very important to me, so I take my responsi-
bilities seriously. I have also had work experience in other vol-
unteer positions, and those experiences have prepared me by 
showing that hard work and patience is very important in a job.

As a Christian, I strive to be a considerate person by treat-
ing everyone with respect and kindness. This is a cruel and 
unfeeling world in which we live and if I could know that one 
person’s day is made better by my help, I will gladly give up 
my time to help that person. Everyone deserves to be treated 
fairly, so I have made it a goal of mine to always treat others 
with respect.

Liberty University is where I am excited to attend college. 
I love the school, and it gives me the opportunity to pursue 
the career I aspire to have. Currently, my plans are to study a 
field, whether it be a major or minor degree, in evangelism or 
in counseling. Liberty has a wide selection for these two fields 
of study, and I am very pleased with the quality of the school. 
I plan to obtain at least a Bachelor’s degree, and possibly a 
Masters as well.”
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Caleb Riggins

Daniel Gibbs

BK BARRINGER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS (CONTINUED)

GLEN GREEN SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Caleb Riggins — Caleb is a senior at East Forsyth High School, Winston 
Salem, NC and has been admitted to NC State University. He plans to major 

in Civil Engineering. The following is a portion of the narrative that accompanied his 
scholarship application:

“My grandfather was the first to take me to Davis Island, as part of a family 
fishing trip. He’s taught me how to fish and to love the Outer Banks. After years of 
learning from him, visiting the Cape Lookout lighthouse, and following in my grand-
father’s footsteps, I have learned from him that self-reliance and taking care of your 
family are the two most important aspects of life. This is why I feel worthy of the 
scholarship, as the Barringer scholarship would provide security for my family and 
confidence for myself as I enter college.

As an aspiring Civil Engineer, I plan to attend NC State in the Fall of 2020. Of the three 
quality schools I toured and applied to, State stood out due to its research and financial 
opportunities. As a result of the caliber of the education offered and the in-state tuition, 
I am able to pursue an accelerated Master’s program in Civil Engineering; however, that 
possibility will become more plausible if I receive the Barringer scholarship.

I discovered a passion for engineering in my high school classes and de-
veloped a particular interest in Civil Engineering through summer programs 
and college tours. I hope to utilize an engineering degree from State to create 
sustainable design practices in modern engineering in order to combat envi-
ronmental issues. I hold high aspirations for myself due to my diligence and 
success through high school and my acceptance into a competitive engineer-
ing-focused university.

Daniel Gibbs — Daniel is pursuing a PhD degree in Social Work at the Uni-
versity of NC at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC. The following is a portion of the 

narrative which accompanied his application:
My academic and professional experiences have consistently impressed upon 

me the importance of seeking and developing knowledge in the area of child 
abuse and neglect. As I transition from being a consumer to being a generator of 
this knowledge in my current role as a first-year doctoral student, I am interested 
in pursuing opportunities that will assist me in learning and practicing the skills 
necessary to contribute to this field of study. I believe that the Davis Island Fishing 
Foundation Glenn Green Graduate Student Scholarship will aid me in this pursuit 
and will support my efforts to reach my goal of becoming an academic social work 
researcher and instructor. 

My interests and research goals are a product of the experiences I have had 
working with disadvantaged families and children. I entered the child welfare 
workforce immediately after graduate school, ready to implement the cutting-edge 
values and practices I had learned from my studies. I became a policy-level 
advocate, where I sought to draft and implement research-informed and fami-
ly-centered child welfare policy in collaboration with agency, medical, and legal 
partners. Frustrated by the institutional inertia that often prioritizes compliance 
over effectiveness in policy reform, I transitioned to a direct-practice advocacy 
role as an attorney advocating for the best interests of children in Family Court.
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David Schickedantz 

Rich Lambert 

DIFF Fall Surf Fishing Tournament

Diff Membership, as part of a new entry into our newsletter, we 
have decided to include stories from our members about their 

experiences on Davis Island. Our first story is from lifetime DIFF 
member, Randall Speas. Our apologies to Randall as this letter that 
he wrote to the club was just recently recovered from our files. I’ve 
heard many stories over the years about these old cars, how they 

were able to get around on the island, and what happened to them, 
although none as personal as this. The image in the story is from an 
archive of Buick’s 1952 Super Riviera Sedan. I can only imagine what 
it would have been like in this era without a 4-wheel-drive vehicle. If 
anyone wants to submit their experiences on the island, please send 
images and copy to diffeditor@gmail.com.

It was the summer of 1965, in the month of June. My dad, 
(Herbert L. Speas, Jr.), and I had come to Davis Island for 4 days.

The Cabin we stayed in was in Earl Davis’s old camp which was 2 
miles south of the Great Island Cabin area. It was pre-fabricated in 
Winston-Salem, NC, in the back yard of Lindsay Tucker, who had his 
own cabin in the Sterling Dixon camp. All the wood came from crates 
that machinery from Germany was shipped to R.J. Reynolds Tobacco 
Company in.

The cabin was flat-bedded to Davis, NC, and barged over to the 
island. The year was 1954. My dad and buddies put everything 
together. I was 6-years-old, and watched them assemble the cabin. 
The cabin was 35’ x 35’.

To give everybody an idea of where this cabin stood, the cabin that 
was known as the “church” was behind and north of our cabin. That 
was Lawrence Davis’s cabin. It was the only cabin that remained 
after the state gave Davis Island to the Federal Government. 
Lawrence was one of very few people who owned his lot. Therefore, 
he received a deal to remain for 25 years or upon his death.

We were riding in a black 1952 Buick. The brakes were rusted out. 
It had big tires and cloth seats. The radio still worked. The car stayed 
on the island with a chain through the hood and around the bumper.

We were coming from the south point and stopped 1 mile north 
of Cape Lookout Lighthouse to fish. When we got ready to leave, the 

car would not start. We knew we had a twelve mile walk ahead. We 
walked about a mile and dad spotted a rusted out, half-buried car 
in the dunes. Dad was a mechanical engineer, so we went over and 
started digging the sand away from the bottom of the engine. After 
examinating the starter, he had me walk back to the Buick to get 
some tools while he dug more. We used vise grips, large channel 
locks, and hammer, along with a little WD-40. The bolts came off.

We carried the starter back to the Buick and swapped them out, 
“You had to be there!” The Buick started on the first try.
I still get goose bumps today when I think about the miracle.

Randall Speas, Lifetime Member, Diff Club

It is never too early to start thinking about fall fishing and our 
upcoming DIFF tournament. Forget the six feet rule, we all know 

there is nothing better than the social distancing we practice when 
we set up a rod 20 yards down the beach from one of our fishing 
buddies who just caught a nice one. If only we could be practicing 
that type of social distancing right now. 

We had another successful event last fall and look forward to 
everyone being together again on the island this October. All of the 
Board of Directors and many other volunteers once again worked 
very hard to put together a great event. Please consider volunteer-

ing to help with this year’s event. If you are willing to volunteer 
to help with any aspect of the tournament, please contact me or 
another board member. We need volunteers to help with registra-
tion, weigh-in, merchandise, and fundraising raffles. Also, if you or 
your business are willing to take on a sponsorship role please let 
us know. This year’s event will take place on October 8-10, 2020. 
Remember to get your registration in by the end of July. The entry 
form is included in this issue. Hope to see you at the tournament.

—Rich Lambert

mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
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DIFF 32nd ANNUAL FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT
$10,000 in Prize Money

October 8-10, 2020
ENTRY FEE OF $100.00 IS DUE WITH ENTRY FORM POST MARKED by JULY 31, 2020. 

NO EXCEPTIONS

Tournament proceeds fund at least $2,500.00 in DIFF Scholarships + $1,000.00 in DIFF Grants.

Rich Lambert

The DIFF Club Surf Fishing Tournament is open to DIFF Club members 
only. The tournament will begin at 12:00 noon on Thursday, October 8, 
2020 and will end at 12:00 noon on Saturday, October 10, 2020. All con-
testants must register at Cabin 16, DIFF headquarters, between 9:00 AM 
and 11:00 AM on October 8, 2020. The deadline for entering the tour-
nament is July 31, 2020. Tournament Fee for DIFF members under 16 
before 10-8-2020 will be waived when accompanied by an adult entrant. 
When you register, please provide your current email address.  Entry 
confirmation cards will be sent via email. Please print the confirmation 
email and bring it to Tournament or confirm with Director or Treasurer 
before Tournament.  

All contestants must attend a pre-tournament meeting at DIFF head-
quarters beginning at 11:00 AM on October 8, 2020. Late arrivals that 
have prepaid must advise a DIFF official of their estimated arrival time 
and check in with an official prior to fishing. Contestants may not leave 
DIFF headquarters to begin fishing until the pre-tournament meeting is 
adjourned and the starting signal is given. There will be a random roll call. 
The tournament director reserves the right to call a complete roll call of 
tournament entrants as needed.  All registered contestants not present 

at starting signal will be DISQUALIFIED!! All fish in your possession at the 
beginning of the tournament must be dressed. Your vehicle and premises 
may be inspected by tournament officials at the beginning of the tourna-
ment and at any time during the tournament.  

All fish (including appropriate paper work for fish) entered in the tour-
nament must be brought to and registered at the fishing tournament 
headquarters. Entrants are strongly encouraged to take photos of the fish 
they catch and enter into the weigh-in, even those fish which must be 
released.  Tournament headquarters will be open on a limited schedule. 
Entrants will be given the schedule at the pre-tournament meeting. To be 
eligible, a fish must be entered and registered in the tournament by 12:00 
noon, October 10, 2020. No exceptions! Contestants in the check-in line 
at noon on Saturday will be processed and eligible for the tournament. 
Fish check-in will be closed when that final group of entrants is pro-
cessed. For a fish to be eligible for a cash prize it must be registered and 
weighed-in by the individual catching the fish. Fish will not be weighed-in 
for anyone showing up after 12 noon Saturday, October 10, 2020. In 
addition to being eligible to fish in the tournament entrants are eligible to 
participate in all other tournament activities. 

Prizes will be awarded as follows: (* Species to be determined.)

RED DRUM PUPPY DRUM FLOUNDER BLUEFISH WHITING OPEN* OPEN*

1st $ 5 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0

2nd $ 3 3 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0

3rd $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0

4th $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0

5th $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0

 6th $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0

7th $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0

8th $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0

Total $1540 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410

A contestant may win one cash prize per category. Contestants can win 
a cash prize in more than one category. Any prize money not awarded 
in a category will be awarded as Scholarships or Grants.  Any ties for a 
merchandise prize (Example-First Place Combo) will be settled by a coin 
toss.  Any ties for cash will be divided equally, after summing the total of 
the cash awards for that position and the next lower cash award levels 

as is appropriate. If there are less than 200 paid entrants or funds are 
not otherwise raised to cover tournament expenses and prizes, the prize 
money in each category will be reduced proportionally.  Contestants are 
eligible to win only one door prize, and must be present at the drawing to 
win.  Contestants must be present to win Raffle prizes with the exception 
being the Generator Raffle. 
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RULES FOR DETERMINING WINNING FISH

FISHING AND CONDUCT RULES 

NO-SHOWS

TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION AND/OR MODIFICATIONS

(continued)

RED DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by measurement from the 
tip of upper jaw to the tip of the tail, plus measurement of girth (per diagram), 
both measurements to nearest 1/8”. Fish must be measured and recorded in 
presence of two tournament members and witnessed with their signatures. 
Forms must be fully completed and turned in at the designated time. State size 
limit will apply.  All fish outside of the State slot size must be released alive.

PUPPY DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State 
size limit will apply. All fish outside of the State slot size must be released 
alive. The same fish cannot be entered for Red Drum category.

FLOUNDER: The details of this category will be determined at a later date 
prior to the tournament. If flounder is included as a tournament category, all 
flounder must be caught by bait (natural or artificial). No intentional snag-
ging will be allowed with weight and treble hook. The final decision will be 

consistent with North Carolina regulations. 

BLUE FISH: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply.

WHITING: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply.  

OPEN CATEGORIES: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. 
State size limit will apply. The open categories will be announced during the 
pre-tournament meeting based on species available at that time.

SPECIAL CATEGORIES: Additional fish categories may be announced during 
the pre-tournament meeting.  State size limits will apply.  Entrant must de-
clare the category during weigh-in and only one fish can be weighed in per 
entrant per category.

All fish must be caught on hook and line with rod and reel from the shore-
line or permanent structures attached to Core Banks South (Davis Island). 
The fish will belong to the person originally hooking the fish, but can have 
another entrant assist in landing, or as a relief handling the rod or reel. A 
non-contestant person may not assist in any way. 

Each contestant is permitted to fish with two rods at any given time. Any 
fish whose physical makeup has been altered in any way will be disquali-
fied. Any violation of the rules will warrant disqualification of the contestant 
in all fish categories.

Fishing spots may not be reserved prior to or during the tournament in any 
way such as, placing rod holders, the aid of entrants or non-contestants or 
parking vehicles at a place on the beach where you intend to fish. Parked 
vehicles left other than in the camp area should be well above the high 

tide mark. Please apply common courtesy while visiting or traveling through 
congested fishing areas. Many of us share favorite fishing spots on the 
south core banks. 

The tournament director and/or his assignees (protest committee) reserve 
the right to disqualify any fish of suspicious nature that is entered. Names 
of the Rules and Protest Committee members will be given at the beginning 
of the tournament. Written protests must be filed with the Rules and Pro-
test Committee by 12:30 p.m. on October 10, 2020. Any protest after that 
time will not be considered. All decisions by the committee will be final. All 
Federal, State and Park Service laws and/or rules shall be observed. NOTE: 
North Carolina Saltwater Fishing License regulations are in effect.  

It is the responsibility of entrants to know current creel and bag limits. See 
http://www.ncwildlife.org/.

In the event the entrant cannot for any reason, other than provided below, 
attend the tournament, the entrant shall not be eligible for any refund.  

Entrants’ rights to tournament are not transferable.

In the event the Park Service closes the island/cabins during the 
tournament dates, the tournament will be canceled. In the event the 
island is closed for a period during the week of the tournament and 
is reopened prior to the beginning of the tournament, the tournament 
committee shall, with the input of the Park Service and the conces-
sionaires, make a determination as to whether all entrants can be 
transported to the island so that the tournament can begin no later 
than 9:00 PM on Thursday evening of the tournament. If that cannot be 
reasonably accomplished in the opinion of the tournament committee, 
the tournament will be canceled. Each entrant is responsible for 
contacting Ferry Service and NPS to determine the status of Island 
closures due to extreme weather. Please see www.diffclub.com or 
contact a DIFF Board Member for Tournament Status. In the event 
that the Park Service gives notice to the tournament committee before 
8:00 AM Friday that the Island is being closed, the tournament shall 

be deemed canceled. This rule will be in effect even if the tournament 
has already started. In the event of cancellation of the tournament 
because the island has been closed by the Park Service as con-
templated herein, $75.00 of the entry fee for each entrant will be 
applied toward next year’s tournament entry fee. Entrants may re-
quest a refund of $75 by emailing the DIFF club treasurer by Dec. 31 of 
2020.  In the event that the Park Service gives notice to the tournament 
committee after 8:00 AM Friday that it is closing the island, the tour-
nament shall be deemed official and the tournament committee shall 
determine the official deadline for the tournament. The tournament 
committee will conclude that the Park Service has made a reasonable 
effort to notify on a timely manner, each person on the island of its 
decision to close the island. Should this event occur, it is the entrant’s 
responsibility to contact the tournament committee regarding early ter-
mination of the tournament, weigh-in times, etc.

http://www.ncwildlife.org/
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Davis Island Fishing Foundation
P.O. Box 777
Walkertown, NC 27051-0777

CASTING TAILS

Officers:
Lance Brown — President .................. 336.558.7942
Tom Monaco — Vice President ........... 919.616.1706
Roy Byrd — Secretary ........................ 919.270.4170
Ann Beeson — Treasurer .. (Before 9PM) 336.399.6087

Board of Directors:
David Holcomb ................................... 704.437.4031
Geneive Jones ................................... 432.222.6658
Mark Kennedy .................................... 252.361.1343
Darrell McCormick ............................. 336.655.4311
David Schickedantz ........................... 336.312.7963
Vacancy
Vacancy
Vacancy

Email Board of Directors:  diffclub@outlook.com
Email Casting Tails Editor:  diffeditor@gmail.com

Core Banks Surf Fishing Club (CBSFC) website:
https://sites.google.com/view/core-banks-surf-fishing-club/

DIFF... Beyond Fishing!

The Davis Island Fishing Foundation (DIFF) is a non-profit club for people that enjoy recre-
ational Surf Fishing and associated fellowship and social activities on South Core Banks of 
Cape Lookout National Seashore, affectionately known as Davis Island.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose, objectives and efforts of DIFF are to benefit the DIFF membership and other visitors of 
Davis Island.

• DIFF actively supports and demonstrates responsible use of Off-Road Vehicles (ORV) for beach 
access to engage in surf fishing and other suitable activities.

• DIFF promotes a code of ethics for responsible behavior on the island.

• DIFF educates visitors on the rich heritage of surf fishing and current fishing conservation practices.

• DIFF provides physical and fiscal resources to assist the Park Service in maintaining cabins and 
other facilities.

• DIFF hosts fishing tournaments for its members enjoyment, while raising money for scholarships 
and grants.

• DIFF supports the conservation of Davis Island’s culture, history, heritage and appropriate protec-
tion of its fish and wildlife.

• DIFF collaborates with the park management, concessionaires and other supportive organizations 
to benefit the DIFF membership.

• DIFF maintains awareness of activities that could affect Davis Island in a positive or negative way 
and responds appropriately to support the DIFF purpose.

• DIFF provides effective communications to its members by website, email, Facebook, newsletter, 
and periodic meetings.

PARK WATCH
You can be an extra set of eyes and ears in the park to help the park rangers keep everyone safe.

•   To report a problem, violation, or flagrant misuse or activity that you have seen, 
call 252-728-2250 ext. 4444.

You have the ability to keep this fantastic natural resource from abuse.

DIFF Membership, here is 
a preview of our 2020 Fall 
Tournament T-Shirt Logo.

Don’t forget to enter for the 
tournament by July 31, 2020, 

either online at diffclub.com 
or by mailing the enclosed 

entry form.

mailto:diffclub%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
https://sites.google.com/view/core-banks-surf-fishing-club/
http://diffclub.com
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