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It sure has been an interesting fall 
and winter— storms, wind, rain 

and a government shutdown have had 
significant impacts on Davis Island, the 
surrounding communities and towns of 
Down East. Did I mention RAIN? Just 
making sure… 

I want to extend my appreciation and 
gratitude to the Davis Island Fishing 
Foundation (DIFF) membership for your 
support of the town of Davis, Cape 
Lookout (CALO), and the surrounding 
areas when they needed it the most! 
Our membership is our most critical 
resource, and you stepped forward in 
a HUGE way in the immediate wake 
of Hurricane Florence. The destruction 
left behind was heartbreaking and will 
continue to affect the community for 
quite some time. The flooding and loss 
of personal property was immense. 
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31ST ANNUAL FALL
FISHING TOURNAMENT
October 10-12, 2019

Entry Deadline: July 31, 2019

$10,000 in prize money
Enter online at: www.diffclub.com

Lance Brown

To Locals or Volunteers in the Davis &/or Down East Communities:
DIFF Board Of Directors authorizes expenditures to acquire items to support local commu-
nities in the Down East and Davis areas utilizing Hurricane donations received via PayPal by 
DIFF.  Acquired items will be provided to local collection centers to ensure even distribution 
to locals in need of these supplies. Expenditures may not exceed the amount of collected 
Hurricane donations, which is currently $2,075. 

The following were delivered to the Davis Fire Department to support local Hurricane 
Florence relief efforts:

• 168 gal. of Bleach • Gatorade

• 168 gal. of Distilled Water • Shovels

• 74 cases of Bottled Water • Garden Rakes

• 48 gal. of Hydrogen Peroxide (32% Concentrate) • Shelf-Stable Milk

• 60 gal. of White Vinegar • Non-Perishable Foods

• 32 Sprayers (1.5L sprayers and 1 gal.) • Dry Goods

• 12 containers of Sanitizing Wipes • Plastic & Paper Dinner Ware

• 18 boxes of Disposable Latex Gloves • Storage Totes

• 100 pair of Disposable Coveralls • Toilet Tissue

• 100+ Disposable Lab Coats • Handheld Spray Bottles

• 3 gal. of Concentrated PURE® Pine Cleaner • Paper Towels

• 248+ Dust/Vent Masks • and more

• Adult Wipes

(continued next page)

ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING
Saturday, March 2, 2019
10:00am — 2:00pm

Cary C. Jones Community Building
309 Holleman Street

Apex, NC 27502
(ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED)

http://diffclub.com
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(continued)

Through the DIFF Hurricane Relief Fund, we donated over five 
truck/trailer loads of relief supplies to the Davis Volunteer Fire 
Department and the North River Volunteer Fire Department. There 
were many DIFF Members involved in the relief efforts and I thank 

each of you for 
your donation 
of time, service 
and financial 
resources for 
making this a 
possibility. 

In the weeks 
following the 
passing of the 
storm, the damage to CALO and the structures on the island came 
into focus. As most of you know by now, cabins 9 and 10 were a 
complete loss, cabin 1 had significant damage, and almost every 
cabin was unusable due to missing roofing, siding, damaged 
plumbing, missing gas lines, flood damage, as well as mold re-
sulting from flooding. Without the use of the cabins, our DIFF Fall 
Surf Fishing Tournament would not be possible. With the support 
of CALO park superintendent Jeff West and his staff, an emer-
gency work trip was organized by myself and former DIFF presi-
dent and board member Alvin Tans. Twenty-four DIFF members 
volunteered their time, resources and knowledge over a two and 
half day period and donated over 450 hours. We repaired cabins, 
removed obstructions, and assisted the CALO staff in returning 
the cabins to a usable condition. Without the commitment of our 
membership, the Fall Tournament would have been a total loss 
and many of the cabins would not have been usable. 

I also wanted to commend our membership that spent their time 
and resources in assisting Davis Shore Ferry Service in the repair 
and replacement of their dock following Hurricane Florence. Your 
support made a significant impact on their ability to provide a crit-
ical service to CALO. 

The dock at Davis Shore Ferry 
Service was torn off of it’s 

foundation pilings and deposited 
at the back of the house.

The National Park Service staff, DIFF Club members, and other volunteers repair dam-
age to cabins at Great Island Cabin Camp after Hurricane Florence.

DIFF Emergency Work Trip — Rebuilding generator sheds and propane platforms. 
(left to right) Darrell McCormcik, Mike Matthews, Ricky Hayes, and Bill Parham.

Storm surge at Davis Shore Ferry Service.

DIFF Emergency Work Trip — (left to right) Devin Lineberry, Johnny Ray, and Alvin Tans.
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The passage of what was Hurricane Michael and the timing of its impact 
on CALO put our Board of Directors in a no-win situation. A significant 
number of tournament participants were on the island prior to the storms 
arrival, while some participants had yet to arrive. A DIFF ‘Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting was convened, and a decision to move forward with the tour-
nament was made. A plan was developed to modify tournament registration 
due to the forecast of high winds and rain.

The wind and rain turned out to be about 
an 8-hour event and after the storm passed 
we had great weather for the remainder of 
the tournament. 

Superintendent West and his staff are still 
working to completely recover from Hurricane 
Florence and the damage it left behind in the 
park. North Core, and specifically Long Point 
Cabins, sustained significant damage to the 
cabins and structures. The recent government 
shutdown has slowed the necessary repairs 
needed to reopen Long Point in the spring. I 
personally commend Superintendent West and 
his staff for their commitment to CALO and never has that been 
more evident than in the months following these natural disasters. 

I’m hopeful 2019 will provide a much more enjoyable year for 
everyone in Down East Carteret County as well as our friends at 
CALO. After the Fall of 2018, everyone could use a great year! 

Tight Lines, 
Lance Brown 

(left to right) Davis Fire Department Captain, and DIFF Club President, Lance Brown, standing in front of Lance’s 
trailer, delivering much-needed supplies to Carteret County after the wake of Hurricane Florence.

DIFF member, Brian Trotter (middle left), and other volunteers in Carteret County unload 
supplies for Hurricane Florence relief, benefiting the communities Down East.

(left to right) Terry Haire, Lance Brown, and Sandra Young, 
distributing supplies to Down East communities.

“I want to extend my appreciation and gratitude to 
the DIFF membership for your support of the town 
of Davis, Cape Lookout, and the surrounding areas 

when they needed it the most!”
— Lance Brown
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“A minor footnote in the big picture is the destruction of two old 
cabins on Davis Island. It seems trivial by comparison— But these 
are not just any cabins. They are cabins #9 and #10. These 
two cabins were built in the late 1980’s by a joint effort from three 
organizations: the Park Service, Alger Willis Fish Camp and DIFF.

At that time all the cabins had been constructed by individuals 
prior to the Park Service taking control of the camp. Each one was 
unique in design, construction and condition. Some were best 
described as shacks. None were up to the standards we have 
enjoyed for the last fifteen years.

DIFF had existed for only a few years when these two new 
cabins were built. A small group of men from the Pineville area 

David Schickedantz

The destruction of Cabins 9 and 10 are bittersweet to me 
as I’ve stayed in one of those two cabins every year since 

1988 prior to several years ago when they weren’t available. The 
group that I went fishing with included past DIFF Presidents Alvin 
Tans, Mark Weir, and Ed Caskey; DIFF Treasurer, Gordon Jones; 

Board members, Jack Davis, Scott Mosley, Mike Laughlin, and Larry 
Bassett, and many other guys throughout the years. We’ve had 
many great adventures in these cabins. But Mark Weir, having nearly 
grown up on the island has the clearest recollection of anyone. The 
following paints a picture of 10A & 10B’s history from Mark.

enjoyed surf fishing on Davis Island. They thought of themselves 
as a bunch of fishing fools, considering the conditions on the 
island. Claims of who is the best fisherman lead to impromptu 
competition, that grew into an annual tournament in the mid 
1980’s that is now a well-oiled machine. The group grew rapidly 
and quickly became the DIFF club. The club had the critical 
skills, resources, leadership and vision to do more than a fishing 
tournament. They established positive relationships with the 
park service and the ferry and cabin concessionaire. All three 
organizations recognized the need for better cabins, but DIFF took 
the leadership role and made it happen.

I recall seeing these two cabins under construction. The pilings 
and floor joists were massive structural members compared to the 
other rickety cabins. They were located far from the beach, near the 
marsh grass. The floor was so high above the sand that you could 
almost walk under it. Initially they were known as 10A and 10B. 

DIFF Members Help With Relief Work
Ann Beeson

DIFF member, Mark Martin unload-
ing suppllies.

One of two 16-foot trailers loaded 
with much-needed relilef supplies.

When Joe Brown 
decided to make a run 

Down East to help out after 
Florence, he had no idea that 
in less than a week he would 
get an estimated $40,000 
in supplies. He called DIFF 
member, Mark Martin, to help 
with the delivery. The caravan 
left Kernersville early on a 
Saturday morning, delivered 
supplies to Davis, Stacy, and 
Marshallburg, and headed 
back up the road. The NC 
Forest Service workers helped 
unload and gave escort to the 
different locations. Gretchen & 
Jake Martin, Martin & Wendy 
Sink Mays, and DIFF Board 
member, Ann Beeson were 
also part of the transport team.

Cabin 9 after Hurricane Florence.

Cabin 10 after Hurricane Florence.
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Our third annual All-Season Long Contest begins soon. 
Dates coincide with the opening and closing of the Island.  

Registration forms, entry forms and contest rules are on our website 
at www.diffclub.com and will be available at our annual meeting. 
We’ve averaged 20 contestants in our first two seasons. Our goal 
this season is to increase substantially.

Many people visit and fish the island that are not members of 
our club. Although they love the place as much as we do, they 

may not have any interest in competing in our Annual Tournament 
and therefore are not DIFF Club members. DIFF has a huge impact 
on the Island and the surrounding community. Our All Season 
Long Fishing Contest is an excellent way to attract new members.  
It’s a win-win and everyone involved benefits. Take advantage of 
this opportunity not only for some season long competition but a 
great way to expand DIFF’s outreach.

Mark Kennedy

2019 DIFF ALL SEASON LONG CONTEST

Again for 2018, the DIFF Grant was awarded to the ACTS Food 
Pantry which is in Bettie, just across from Woodville Baptist 

Church on Hwy 70. The ACTS (Active Christians Together Serving) Food 
Pantry has been a vital part of providing Down East communities with 
various food & clothing resources on a weekly basis for several years. 
Anyone can arrive on location Thursdays 11am-1pm to receive items 
of need. Woodville Baptist Church can also be contacted for emergency 
needs any day of the week. 

As were other Down East facilities not damaged by Hurricane Flor-
ence, the ACTS Food Pantry was a hub for providing a variety of sup-

plies in the storm aftermath. Their facility received no physical damage 
but did lose all freezer & refrigerated items due to extended power loss. 
Along with non-perishables in stock & a tremendous amount of donated 
items from outside sources, ACTS & Woodville Baptist Church was able 
to set up a Mon-Fri “supply hub” in the church fellowship hall into the 
1st of November.

As in the past, the DIFF Grant money will be used by ACTS to repair & 
maintain equipment as well as offset unexpected expenditures incurred 
throughout the year. THANKS to great participation in the DIFF Fall Tourney, 
the DIFF Grant continues to make a DIFFerence in the Down East area. 

David Holcomb

2019 DIFF GRANT

(left to right) Larry Bassett, David Schickedantz, and Alvin Tans at Cabin 10-B back in ‘92.

After Hurricane Isabell destroyed most of the other 
cabins in 2003, the park service began building new 
cabins, thus 10A and 10B became #9 and #10. 
Cabin #10 was the headquarters for the annual 
DIFF Tournament until the westward advancing 
ocean reduced the parking space around it a few 
years ago.

The aftermath of Hurricane Florence will 
require a lot of attention from the DIFF Board of 
Directors. But here is my idea. Let’s recognize the 
significance of these two cabins as a way to honor 
the people that made them possible. Many of them 
are no longer with us.

I know that BK Barringer was heavily involved, as 
well as Don Eury, JW Smith, Alvin Tans, Les Gladen, 
and Lanier & Annette Mitchum to name but a few.”

http://www.diffclub.com
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Tom Monaco

2019 DIFF SCHOLARSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT

2019 DIFF WORK TRIP ANNOUNCEMENT

The Davis Island Fishing Foundation (DIFF) offers five scholar-
ship opportunities established to honor some of its founding 

members. They are awarded annually and a call for applications is 
issued for the 2019 awards. The DIFF Board of Directors allocates 

$2,500 annually from the fishing tournament proceeds to fund 
five $500 scholarships. In some years the proceeds from the fish-
ing tournament allow us to make multiple awards in each cate-
gory. The deadline for submitting applications is March 15, 2019.

Our combined Davis Island Fishing Foundation (DIFF) and Core 
Banks Surf Fishing Club (CBSFC) work trip to Great Island 

Cabin Camp is scheduled for May 1-5, 2019. We have cabins 14, 
15, and 16 reserved for that period of time. Email Tom Monaco at 
tjm@ncsu.edu or text him at 919-616-1706 if you plan to partic-

ipate and if you need cabin space. Please make your own ferry 
reservations.  Most of us will schedule ferry reservations for mid 
to late afternoon on May 1 with work commencing on the morning 
of May 2. Project details will be sent out later in the spring.

BK BARRINGER STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP GLEN GREEN GRADUATE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP

MARK WEIR STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP
JACK DUNAWAY CONTINUING SCHOLARSHIP

DON EURY COLLEGE STUDENT SCHOLARSHIP

Tom Monaco

THE AVAILABLE SCHOLARSHIPS ARE:

This scholarship is available to high school seniors graduating 
in 2019 and planning to attend a four year university. The appli-
cant must be a current DIFF member or a  relative of a current 
DIFF member.

This scholarship is available to an enrolled university student 
who has completed a minimum of 12 credit hours and has a min-
imum grade point average of 3.0. The applicant must be a current 
DIFF member or relative of a current DIFF member.

This scholarship is available to a sophomore, junior, senior 
or graduate student in a four year university. The student must 
be enrolled in marine  or wildlife biology or a curriculum that 
stresses environmental conservation. The applicant does not 
have to be a current DIFF member or a relative of a current 
DIFF member however; current DIFF members or relatives of 
current DIFF members are preferred.

This scholarship is available to a current graduate student or 
one enrolled for graduate level work. Applicants must be a current 
DIFF member or a  relative of a current DIFF member.

This scholarship is available to individuals planning to attend a 
two year community college. It is open to traditional students (high 
school seniors) and non-traditional students (individuals seeking 
a career change through additional training and degrees). Appli-
cants must be a current DIFF member or a relative of a current 
DIFF member.

Applications can be found online at www.diffclub.com or can be 
requested from Tom Monaco (tjm@ncsu.edu) Applications can be 
submitted electronically or mailed to Tom Monaco, DIFF Scholar-
ship Chairperson, 301 Oregon Circle, Cary, NC 27511. 

A five person committee of DIFF members reviews the applica-
tions and selects the scholarship recipients. Awards are $500 for 
each scholarship and the check is made out to both the recipient 
and his or her college or university.

mailto:tjm%40ncsu.edu?subject=
http://www.diffclub.com
mailto:tjm%40ncsu.edu?subject=
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DIFF Membership, Contest &/or Tournament Registration Form 

Mail to: 
DIFF CLUB     P.O. Box 1080     Benson, NC 27504 

Annual Fall Tournament registration must be postmarked by July 31st 
All-Season Long Contest registration must be postmarked by May 1st 

Name (Print): _________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________ 

City: __________________________ State ________________  ZIP _____________ 

Email address: ________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________________________ 

Annual Membership Dues  $25.00 
Lifetime Membership   $250.00 
All-Season Long Fishing Contest Registration  $30.00 
Annual Fall Fishing Tournament (T-Shirt Size ______)  $100.00 
Donation to DIFF (scholarships, grants, etc.):  $______ 

Total Due $________ 

I have read the DIFF Annual Fall Tournament Rules &/or All-Season Contest 
Rules and will comply with the rules governing the tournament &/or Contest: 

(Signature required) __________________________________________________ 

Tournament Entry Fees and Donations to DIFF provide at Least: 
$2,500.00 in DIFF Scholarships + $1,000.00 in DIFF Grants

YOUTH Entrants for Annual Fall Tournament ! Must be under age 16 as of 
registration day when the Annual Fall Tournament begins; in which case the 
$100 entry fee is waived when accompanied by a paid adult entrant. However, 
$25 membership must be paid for the Youth to enter Annual Fall Tournament.        

Youth’s Date of Birth: _________ / _________ / _______________ (mm/dd/yyyy)

DIFF Treasurer use only: 

 Cash $________   Check #______________ Check Amount $____________
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Rich Lambert

DIFF FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT

Despite the crazy weather and many 
hardships suffered by our membership 

due to the storms, our membership really 
rallied and pitched in. We had a great tourna-
ment in the end. We had over 200 members 
registered. Unfortunately, just over 100 could 
get to the island for the whole tournament. 
Although we struggled with the various issues 
involved, the DIFF Board of Directors was very 
happy with the decision to go forward with 
the event. We knew it was never going to be 
ideal, and we missed all of the members who 
were prevented from getting to the island. But 
in the end it was the best thing for the club 
to go forward with the event and the weather 
even cleared up and gave up some fun days 
of fishing and fellowship. Take a look at all 
of the winners and the fish they caught. Es-
pecially notice the great performance by the 
youth this year. We added a Youth Puppy 
Drum category in response to the wonderful 
fish caught by our youth participants. 

It takes a dedicated group of volunteers to 
make such an event come together so suc-
cessfully. All of the Board of Directors and 
many other volunteers worked very hard to 
play many important roles. Please consider 
volunteering to help with this year’s event. If 
you are willing to volunteer to help with any 
aspect of the tournament, please contact the 
Board of Directors. We need volunteers to 
help with registration, weigh-in, merchan-
dise, and fund raising raffles. Also, if you or 
your business are willing to take on a spon-
sorship role please let us know. There are 
opportunities for important sponsorships, all 
of which allow the club to keep the entry fee 
low, and maximize our fundraising efforts for 
our grants and scholarships.

We look forward to another great tour-
nament in 2019. This years tournament is 
scheduled for October 10-12, 2019. Remem-
ber to get your registration in by July 31, 2019. 
Hope to see you there!

RED DRUM

(right to left) Lance Brown-1st place; Ernie Holcomb-2nd place; Mark Fleshman-
3rd place; Devin Lineberry-4th place; Paul Fleshman-5th place; David Vestal-6th 
place; Ted Moseley-7th place; and Kevin Davis-8th place.

PUPPY DRUM

(right to left) Dane Curtsinger-1st place; Alex Marsh-2nd place; Carol Barefoot -3rd place;  
Brent Murdock-4th place (tie); Leonard Barefoot-4th place (tie); Donald Barefoot-7th 
place (tie), Patrick Jones-6th place; and Patrick Davis-7th place (tie).

FLOUNDER

(right to left) Lee Marsh-1st place; David Grady-2nd place; John Reams-3rd place;  
Roger Massey-4th place; Jane Ward-5th place.

2018 DIFF FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT WINNERS
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(right to left) J.D. Jones-1st place (tie); Billie Marsh-1st place (tie); 
Robyn Hege-3rd place; Geneive Jones (for Doug Jones)-4th place; 
Todd Moore-5th place (tie); Donald Barefoot-5th place (tie); Patrick 
Jones-7th place (tie); and Andrew Riggleman-7th place (tie).

WHITING BLUEFISH

(right to left) Dane Curtsinger-1st place; Tim Cane-2nd place; Todd 
Moore-3rd place; Scotty Gordon-4th place; Devin Lineberry-5th 
place; Todd Callahan-6th place; Lynn Kane-7th place; and Gordon 
Jones-8th place.

The Hefner family, presenting sponsor for the tournament, in front of the 
Tournament Sponsor banner.

PRESENTING SPONSOR FOR THE TOURNAMENT

(right to left) Roger Massey-1st place; Lynn Kane-2nd place; Larry 
Parham-3rd place; Bill Parham-4th place (tie); Devin Curtsinger-
4th place (tie); Lee Marsh-6th place; Johnny Ray-7th place; Leonard 
Barefoot-8th place (tie); Billie Marsh-8th place (tie); Scotty Gordon-
8th place (tie);  and John Reams-8th place (tie).

WILD CARD

YOUTH PUPPY DRUM

(right to left) Alex Marsh-1st place; Dallas 
Marsh-2nd place; Brody Johnson-3rd place; 
and Rylan Johnson-4th place.

(left to right) Austin Jones-1st place; Brody 
Johnson-2nd place & 3rd place (tie); Rylan 
Johnson-3rd place (tie).

YOUTH WILD CARD

(right to left) John Reams-1st place; T. W. 
Thompson-2nd place; and Lynn Kane-3rd 
place.

SPANISH MACKEREL
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DIFF 31st ANNUAL FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT
$10,000 in Prize Money

October 10-12, 2019
ENTRY FEE OF $100.00 IS DUE WITH ENTRY FORM POST MARKED by JULY 31, 2019. 

NO EXCEPTIONS

Tournament proceeds fund at least $2,500.00 in DIFF Scholarships + $1,000.00 in DIFF Grants.

The DIFF Club Surf Fishing Tournament is open to DIFF Club members 
only. The tournament will begin at 12:00 noon on Thursday, October 10, 
2019 and will end at 12:00 noon on Saturday, October 12, 2019. All con-
testants must register at Cabin 16, DIFF headquarters, between 9:00 AM 
and 11:00 AM on October 10, 2019. The deadline for entering the tourna-
ment is July 31, 2019. Tournament Fee for DIFF members under 16 be-
fore 10-10-2019 will be waived when accompanied by an adult entrant. 
When you register, please provide your current email address.  Entry 
confirmation cards will be sent via email. Please print the confirmation 
email and bring it to Tournament or confirm with Director or Treasurer 
before Tournament. 

All contestants must attend a pre-tournament meeting at DIFF headquar-
ters beginning at 11:00 AM on October 10, 2019. Late arrivals that have 
prepaid must advise a DIFF official of their estimated arrival time and 
check in with an official prior to fishing. Contestants may not leave DIFF 
headquarters to begin fishing until the pre-tournament meeting is ad-
journed and the starting signal is given. There will be a random roll call. 
The tournament director reserves the right to call a complete roll call of 
tournament entrants as needed.  All registered contestants not present at 

starting signal will be DISQUALIFIED!! All fish in your possession at the 
beginning of the tournament must be dressed. Your vehicle and premises 
may be inspected by tournament officials at the beginning of the tourna-
ment and at any time during the tournament. 

All fish (including appropriate paper work for fish) entered in the tour-
nament must be brought to and registered at the fishing tournament 
headquarters. Entrants are strongly encouraged to take photos of the fish 
they catch and enter into the weigh-in, even those fish which must be 
released.  Tournament headquarters will be open on a limited schedule. 
Entrants will be given the schedule at the pre-tournament meeting. To be 
eligible, a fish must be entered and registered in the tournament by 12:00 
noon, October 12, 2019. No exceptions! Contestants in the check-in line 
at noon on Saturday will be processed and eligible for the tournament. 
Fish check-in will be closed when that final group of entrants is pro-
cessed. For a fish to be eligible for a cash prize it must be registered and 
weighed-in by the individual catching the fish. Fish will not be weighed-in 
for anyone showing up after 12 noon Saturday. In addition to being eligi-
ble to fish in the tournament entrants are eligible to participate in all other 
tournament activities. 

Prizes will be awarded as follows:                                                                          (* Species to be determined.)

RED DRUM PUPPY DRUM FLOUNDER BLUEFISH WHITING OPEN* OPEN*

1st $ 5 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0

2nd $ 3 3 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0

3rd $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0

4th $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0

5th $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0

 6th $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0

7th $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0

8th $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0

Total $1540 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410

A contestant may win one cash prize per category. Contestants can win 
a cash prize in more than one category. Any prize money not awarded 
in a category will be awarded as Scholarships or Grants.  Any ties for a 
merchandise prize (Example-First Place Combo) will be settled by a coin 
toss.  Any ties for cash will be divided equally, after summing the total of 
the cash awards for that position and the next lower cash award levels 

as is appropriate. If there are less than 200 paid entrants or funds are 
not otherwise raised to cover tournament expenses and prizes, the prize 
money in each category will be reduced proportionally.  Contestants are 
eligible to win only one door prize, and must be present at the drawing to 
win.  Contestants must be present to win Raffle prizes with the exception 
being the Generator Raffle.
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RULES FOR DETERMINING WINNING FISH

FISHING AND CONDUCT RULES 

NO-SHOWS

TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION AND/OR MODIFICATIONS

RED DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by measurement 
from the tip of upper jaw to the tip of the tail, plus measurement of girth (per 
diagram), both measurements to nearest 1/8”. Fish must be measured and 
recorded in presence of two tournament members and witnessed with their 
signatures. Forms must be fully completed and turned in at the designated 
time. State size limit will apply.  All fish outside of the State slot size must be 
released alive.

PUPPY DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State 
size limit will apply. All fish outside of the State slot size must be released 
alive. The same fish cannot be entered for Red Drum category.

FLOUNDER: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. All floun-
der must be caught by bait (natural or artificial). No intentional snagging will 
be allowed with weight and treble hook. 

BLUE FISH: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply.

WHITING: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply. 

OPEN CATEGORIES: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. 
State size limit will apply. 

The open categories will be announced during the pre-tournament meeting 
based on species available at that time.

SPECIAL CATEGORIES: Additional fish categories may be announced during 
the pre-tournament meeting.  State size limits will apply.  Entrant must de-
clare the category during weigh-in and only one fish can be weighed in per 
entrant per category.

All fish must be caught on hook and line with rod and reel from the shore-
line or permanent structures attached to Core Banks South (Davis Island). 
The fish will belong to the person originally hooking the fish, but can have 
another entrant assist in landing, or as a relief handling the rod or reel. A 
non-contestant person may not assist in any way. 

Each contestant is permitted to fish with two rods at any given time. Any 
fish whose physical makeup has been altered in any way will be disquali-
fied. Any violation of the rules will warrant disqualification of the contestant 
in all fish categories.

Fishing spots may not be reserved prior to or during the tournament in any 
way such as, placing rod holders, the aid of entrants or non-contestants or 
parking vehicles at a place on the beach where you intend to fish. Parked 
vehicles left other than in the camp area should be well above the high 

tide mark. Please apply common courtesy while visiting or traveling through 
congested fishing areas. Many of us share favorite fishing spots on the 
south core banks. 

The tournament director and/or his assignees (protest committee) reserve 
the right to disqualify any fish of suspicious nature that is entered. Names 
of the Rules and Protest Committee members will be given at the beginning 
of the tournament. Written protests must be filed with the Rules and Pro-
test Committee by 12:30 p.m. on October 12, 2019. Any protest after that 
time will not be considered. All decisions by the committee will be final. All 
Federal, State and Park Service laws and/or rules shall be observed. NOTE: 
North Carolina Saltwater Fishing License regulations are in effect.  

It is the responsibility of entrants to know current creel and bag limits. See 
http://www.ncwildlife.org/.

In the event the entrant cannot for any reason, other than provided below, 
attend the tournament, the entrant shall not be eligible for any refund.  

Entrants’ rights to tournament are not transferable.

In the event the Park Service closes the island/cabins during the tournament 
dates, the tournament will be canceled. In the event the island is closed for 
a period during the week of the tournament and is reopened prior to the 
beginning of the tournament, the tournament committee shall, with the input 
of the Park Service and the concessionaires, make a determination as to 
whether all entrants can be transported to the island so that the tournament 
can begin no later than 9:00 PM on Thursday evening of the tournament. If 
that cannot be reasonably accomplished in the opinion of the tournament 
committee, the tournament will be canceled. Each entrant is responsible 
for contacting Ferry Service and NPS to determine the status of Is-
land closures due to extreme weather. Please see www.diffclub.com 
or contact a DIFF Board Member for Tournament Status. In the event 
that the Park Service gives notice to the tournament committee before 8:00 
AM Friday that the Island is being closed, the tournament shall be deemed 

canceled. This rule will be in effect even if the tournament has already 
started. In the event of cancellation of the tournament because the 
island has been closed by the Park Service as contemplated herein, 
$75.00 of the entry fee for each entrant will be applied toward next 
year’s tournament entry fee. Entrants may request a refund of $75 by 
emailing the DIFF club treasurer by Dec. 31 of 2019.  In the event that 
the Park Service gives notice to the tournament committee after 8:00 AM 
Friday that it is closing the island, the tournament shall be deemed official 
and the tournament committee shall determine the official deadline for 
the tournament. The tournament committee will conclude that the Park 
Service has made a reasonable effort to notify on a timely manner, each 
person on the island of its decision to close the island. Should this event 
occur, it is the entrant’s responsibility to contact the tournament commit-
tee regarding early termination of the tournament, weigh-in times, etc.

http://www.ncwildlife.org/
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Officers:
Lance Brown — President 336.558.7942
Tom Monaco — Vice President 919.616.7106
Roy Byrd — Secretary 919.270.4170
Wes Johnson — Treasurer 919.480.3100
Gordon Jones — Asst. Treasurer 704.904.4736

Board of Directors:
Larry Bassett 336.210.4828
David Holcomb 704.437.4031
Geneive Jones 432.222.6658
Mark Kennedy 252.361.1343
Rich Lambert 803.517.7343
David Schickedantz 336.312.7963

Email Board of Directors:  diffclub@outlook.com
Email Casting Tails Editor:  diffeditor@gmail.com

Core Banks Surf Fishing Club (CBSFC) website:
https://sites.google.com/view/core-banks-surf-fishing-club/

DIFF... Beyond Fishing!

The Davis Island Fishing Foundation (DIFF) is a non-profit club for people that enjoy recre-
ational Surf Fishing and associated fellowship and social activities on South Core Banks of 
Cape Lookout National Seashore, affectionately known as Davis Island.

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose, objectives and efforts of DIFF are to benefit the DIFF membership and other visitors of 
Davis Island.

• DIFF actively supports and demonstrates responsible use of Off-Road Vehicles (ORV) for beach 
access to engage in surf fishing and other suitable activities.

• DIFF promotes a code of ethics for responsible behavior on the island.

• DIFF educates visitors on the rich heritage of surf fishing and current fishing conservation practices.

• DIFF provides physical and fiscal resources to assist the Park Service in maintaining cabins and 
other facilities.

• DIFF hosts fishing tournaments for its members enjoyment, while raising money for scholarships 
and grants.

• DIFF supports the conservation of Davis Island’s culture, history, heritage and appropriate protec-
tion of its fish and wildlife.

• DIFF collaborates with the park management, concessionaires and other supportive organizations 
to benefit the DIFF membership.

• DIFF maintains awareness of activities that could affect Davis Island in a positive or negative way 
and responds appropriately to support the DIFF purpose.

• DIFF provides effective communications to its members by website, email, Facebook, newsletter, 
and periodic meetings.

Davis Island Fishing Foundation
P.O. Box 1080
Benson, NC 27504

CASTING TAILS

PARK WATCH
You can be an extra set of eyes 
and ears in the park to help the 

park rangers keep everyone 
safe. To report a problem or a 

violation that you have seen, call
 252-728-2250 ext. 4444

mailto:diffclub%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
https://sites.google.com/view/core-banks-surf-fishing-club/
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