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DIFF MEMBERSHIP—

I hope this newsletter finds everyone 
doing well and enjoying the summer. The 

weather pattern this summer has been odd 
to say the least. 

As the 2018 nesting season for the 
American Oyster Catcher, Piping Plover 
and Colonial Water Birds come to a close, 
I would like to commend the work of Su-
perintendent Jeff West and NPS Biologist 
John Altman for what is turning out to be 
a successful nesting season. I realize this 
might sound counterintuitive to those who 
see the birds as competition to ORV access, 
but the nesting and reproductive success of 
these particular species actually provides a 
greater window for preservation of access 
to the ORV user. The 2017 nesting season at 
Cape Lookout was dismal to say the least, 
however this was impacted by many factors 
including named storms and predation. Over 
the winter and spring the NPS initiated a 
plan to remove the predators that wreaked 

havoc on the Plovers and Oyster Catchers. 
Approximately two dozen (24) coyotes were 
removed from the park between the fall 
of 2017 and the spring of 2018, and the 
success of the nesting season in 2018 has 
responded. A successful nesting season 
validates the current NPS plans for resource 
protections, which in turn helps to ensure 
your ORV access to the island. The success 
of the American Oyster Catcher, in particular, 
on CALO will be of even far greater impor-
tance going forward as they are an “indica-
tor” species in the Adaptive Management 
plan for the park. In short, we need them to 
be successful. 

OUR CLUB NEEDS YOU! As most of you 
are aware, the DIFF Club has a 12 member 
board of directors which are elected by the 
membership each year at our annual meet-
ing. We serve the club at the pleasure of the 
membership and we all volunteer our time 
to the club. At the end of the 2018 calendar 
year, we will have a number of current board 
members who will be transitioning off the 
board. There will be at least two seats and 
we could have as many as four seats open 
on the board. If you have a keen interest 
in moving the initiatives of DIFF forward, I 

would ask that you speak with one of our 
directors about joining the board. 

I would personally like to thank each DIFF 
member who attended the 2018 spring work 
trip! Your time, effort and dedication to the 
enhancement of CALO is to be commended. 
I would also like to thank Tom Monaco for 
his leadership and coordination with the NPS 
regarding the tasks and supplies needed to 
complete the maintenance request of the 
NPS. I would also like to thank Roy Byrd for 
his leadership with the paint crew, this an-
nual maintenance task might be the single 
most important task conducted on an annual 
basis. Without the annual painting rotation, 
I’m positive the cabins would not be in as 
good of condition as they presently are. 

In closing, I would like to challenge each 
of you to take a “guest” to CALO. Introduce 
them to this unique barrier island and en-
courage them to join DIFF. 

I look forward to seeing everyone at the 
30th Annual DIFF Fall Fishing Tournament 
in October! 

Tight Lines, 
Lance Brown
President, Davis Island Fishing Foundation

Lance Brown
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SUMMER BOARD MEETING
Saturday, August 18, 2018
10:30am — 2:30pm

Bass Pro Shops
801 Bass Pro Lane
Cary, NC 27513

All are welcome to attend

30TH ANNUAL FALL
FISHING TOURNAMENT
October 11-13, 2018

Entry Deadline: July 31, 2018

$10,000 in prize money
Enter online at: diffclub.com

http://diffclub.com
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David Schickedantz

My fellow Davis Island surf fishing fanatics, enthusiasts, and anglers, I’d like to introduce myself. My 
name is David Schickedantz (pronounced ‘Shik-a-dance’ — not ‘chickendance’ or ‘chickedee’ or some 

other rendition of which some of my current CALO buddies still call me), pretty simple right? One thing I always 
remember my dad saying, “There’s no chicken in Schickedantz.” I did however get the nickname “Fuzzy Boots” 
at one time back in the day when I was a newbie on the island, but that story’s for another day.

On March 10, 2018, I was invited by the 
DIFF Club Board of Directors to a DIFF Club 

meeting in Pineville, NC, where I was asked to be 
on the Board of Directors to serve as Graphic & Web 
Designer for the Club. I take this as a great honor as 
many of the guys that I’ve fished with over the years 
on Davis Island have served on the board at one 
time or another, being past Presidents, Treasurers, 
publishing the newsletter, or are currently on the 
board in some capacity. 

My experiences at the Core Banks began back 
in 1988, my first year out of college, when a good 
friend, Larry Bassett, who was my youth advisor at 
church while growing up, asked me to go fishing. 
“David, if you want to catch some big ‘uns, you 
need to come with us in November to the Core 
Banks.” Our destination was Portsmouth Island. 
Evidently, reservations at Davis Island were not 
available for the week that we were going. At that 
time, the group of 8, from Greensboro and Charlotte 
would leave around midnight to arrive at the island 
around 5:00am to catch the 7:00am ferry to Ports-
mouth. That was pretty brutal, even for a young 
buck like me. We had 3 vehicles for the group, an 
old Suburban, a Scout, and a Wagoneer. After that 
trip, I was literally hooked for surf fishing on the 
Core Banks. As the years continued and everyone 
got older, we would eventually spend the night in 
Morehead City before catching the 7:00am ferry, 
but after still feeling exhausted when we got there, 
we now catch the 3:00pm ferry to gain a day and 
not feel worn out our 
first day over.

The next year we 
made it to Davis 
Island, which was a 
much better expe-
rience, and I have 
been back every year 
since. Many thanks to 
Larry Bassett, Gordon 
Jones, Alvin Tans, and 

now deceased, 
Jack Davis, for 
allowing me 
this wonderful 
opportunity for 
great fellowship 
and teaching me 
the finer things 
in life. Through 
the years, I’ve 
met many great 
guys on this 
trip, but none 
compare to the 
core group that 
I’ve been going with for over 30 years now. 

Although back in the 80’s, there were showers 
on Davis, but no hot water. My friend who invited 
me got the nickname “Big Chunks.” Because he 
didn’t want to take a cold shower, he just didn’t 
shower. And when he got home one of the other 
guys called to ask how he was and he said, “I 
had to take two showers, the first one just to get 
the Big Chunks off!” Needless to say, he’s been 
“Big Chunks” ever since.

One of my most memorable trips was in ‘94 
when Hurricane Gordon came through. It had 
stalled just off the coast before weakening to 
a tropical storm. But the night before it made 
landfall, we all thought that the roof was going to 
come off the cabin. At one point during the night, 

Alvin Tans had the good sense to 
move the trucks to the top of a 
near-by dune, saving them from 
further damage by the sea. Alger 
Willis Fishing Camp was the only 
concessionaire for the island at 
the time, and before the storm 
made landfall, they told everyone 
to grab one bag of essentials and 
wait at the caretakers cabin to 
be evacuated. “Leave your truck, 

Ocean washing through the camp 
at daybreak.

‘92 — Back in my early days on Davis Island. (left to 
right) Larry Bassett, David Schickedantz, Alvin Tans

Davis Island — ‘94 Hurricane Gordon, 
Great Islands Camp & Cabins

Jack Davis wading to the caretakers 
cabin for evacuation.



Casting Tails • Summer 2018 page 3

leave your gear!” We had to put our waders 
on and walk through 2 to 3 feet of water 
rushing over the island just to get to the care-
takers cabin. The cabin that we were staying 
in had 10 steps the day we arrived. When we 
returned after the storm, there was so much 
sand that washed ashore that there were only 
seven visible. Before the storm moved inland, 
they cleared the island of fisherman and took 
everyone off sitting on the deck of the ferry. 
The next day the island was sunny and clear, 
but the erosion caused by the storm had 
unearthed a lot of old vehicles left from days 
gone by.

CORE BANKS ENCOUNTERS
Needless to say, every year had it’s own 

challenges, we call them “Core Banks 
Encounters.” In 1992, I had just bought my 

first beach buggy to take out, a ‘79 Scout 
Traveler. Everything went well until the 
sheath around the shifting cable deteriorat-
ed, preventing it from shifting into gear. With 
my lack of knowledge about fixing stuff on 
the fly, one of my best friends, Gordon Jones 
who also had a Scout was able to fix it by 

duct taping a handle of a 5-gallon bucket 
around it. The only problem was that we had 
just been hailed by someone in our group 
that “big fish are bitin’ at the point!” I still 
feel bad to this day that my friend missed out 
on fishing to help me out. But after 30 years,  
I realize that he’ll give you the shirt off his 
back if you need it. That’s the kind of guys 
that are in our group. 

I recall one year we were riding back to 
the cabin after dark. We had three trucks 
driving in succession. The truck in the mid-
dle, “Big Chunks” was following in the same 
tracks as Alvin in front. How he did this, I’ll 
never know. The middle truck hit an engine 
block from an old truck that had been aban-
doned many years before, (I know y’all have 
seen it), and blew his two right side tires. He 
only had one spare. He limped to the cabin 

with one spare and had 
to borrow a spare from 
another truck to get off the 
island to find two new tires. 
Luckily, this was the day 
before we were to leave. 

On a trip a couple of 
years ago, “Big Chunks” 
couldn’t find his keys one 
morning. We all tossed the 
cabin to find the keys to no 
avail. We looked around his 
truck, sifting through the 
sand, and found nothing. 
Everyone in the cabin, 

I think there were 12 on this trip, looked 
everywhere. He ended up catching a ride in 
another truck to fish, only to find out when 
he was standing on the beach that they had 
been in his back pocket the whole time. 
Needless to say, “Big Chunks” should proba-
bly get this award on an annual basis.

There are many more tales to tell, but I 
think y’all get the idea. Each trip comes with 
fun times, some more interesting than others, 
but the relationships that you build over the 
years are priceless! This will be my 31st year 
on the island, and I still consider myself a 
rookie compared to some.

If you have a funny or interesting story 
about your experiences on the island, please 
email me at diffeditor@gmail.com, and put 
“Core Banks Encounters” in the Subject 
Line, and I’ll try to get them in the publica-
tion. If you have photos, please include high 
resolution (.jpg) files and captions (Please 
make sure that you have permission from 
anyone in the photos to include them). And 
one final note, unless your cell phone takes 
high quality pictures, they most likely won’t 
be good enough for publications.

My plan in this new role is to redesign the 
Diff Club Newsletter and Website for a more 
personal touch, both from the club and from 
members, while promoting the club, and 
enhancing user experience for the DIFF Club 
website, diffclub.com. Although the website 
won’t be modified immediately, by working 
with the board, I hope to be an integral part in 
creating an easier and more efficient method 
for communicating the club’s initiatives and 
allowing a way for members to communicate 
back to the club. 

Digital editions of the publication will most 
likely be the norm, so please make sure that 
you can access the website and have a valid 
email address registered with the club to be 
notified of club communications. 

Tight Lines!
David

Questions, concerns, or comments about the 
newsletter or website, can be emailed to David 
Schickedantz at diffeditor@gmail.com

Davis Island —’92, 1st presentation of “Core Banks Encounters” to winner Larry 
Bassett (front row, left to right) Alvin Tans, Sam Williams, Keith Mansfield; (back 
row, left to right) Jack Davis, Larry Bassett, David Schickedantz, Mark Smith, and 
Gordon Jones

(right to left) Gordon Jones, David Schickedantz, Reece Chapman and others 
waiting for the ferry.

(left to right) Gordon Jones, Jack Davis, and Alvin Tans back on the Island the day after Hurri-
cane Gordon made landfall.

CORE BANKS ENCOUNTERS

mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=Core%20Banks%20Encounters
http://diffclub.com
mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=General%20questions%20or%20comments
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Tom Monaco

2018 DIFF SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

We had another banner year in 
terms of the number of scholar-

ship applications submitted. Fourteen 
applications were received which is the 
most ever in the history of the schol-
arship program. The breakdown of ap-
plications by category was 3 for the BK 
Barringer scholarship designed for high 
school seniors entering college; 6 for 
the Jack Dunaway scholarship created 
for continuing college students; 4 for 
the Don Eury scholarship intended for 
college students enrolled in a marine 
biology or conservation major and 1 
for the Mark Weir community college 
scholarship. No applications were re-
ceived for the Glen Green scholarship 
created for students pursuing an ad-
vanced graduate degree.

The DIFF BOD allocates $2,500 
annually for the scholarship program. 
These funds come from the proceeds 
generated by the annual DIFF Fish-
ing tournament. All the candidates 
were outstanding and the scholarship 
committee had a very difficult task in 
selecting those to receive awards since 
our allotment was only sufficient to 
fund five of the fourteen applicants. The 
scholarship committee recommended 
to the DIFF BOD that awards be made to 
the top two candidates in the Barringer, 
Dunaway and Eury categories as well as 
the one applicant in the Weir category. 
This exceeded our allotment by $1,000. 
Since we had a highly successful fish 
tournament in 2017 the DIFF BOD ap-
proved the additional expenditures so 
our total awards for 2018 are $3,500 
funding seven of the applicants.

The following are the scholarship 
winners for 2018:

Heather Lineberry —a graduate of East Forsyth High 
School, Kernersville, NC where she was very active in many 
Honor Societies with leadership roles  including Captain of the 
Science Academic Team, Co-Captain of the Field Hockey team 
and Treasurer of the Math Honor Society. She also participated 
in activities with the American Red Cross; received her C.N.A. 
license and worked part time at the Oak Forest Rehabilita-
tion center and nursing home caring for the elderly patients. 
Heather has an outstanding academic record and has been 
accepted by UNC Greensboro and will pursue a B.S. degree in 
Nursing beginning in the Fall of 2018.

Denver Davis —a graduate of Starmount High School, Boon-
ville, NC where he was active in many activities with leadership 
roles including Captain, Cross Country Team; Senior Repre-
sentative, Student Council; Vice President, National Beta Club; 
and Treasurer and President, Health Occupation Students of 
America. He is also CPR and First Aid Certified. Denver has an 
outstanding academic record and has been accepted by East 
Carolina University and plans to major in Exercise Physiology. 
His long term goal is to enroll in a Physician’s Assistant pro-
gram to pursue a Master’s degree after graduating from East 
Carolina University.

Jack Dunaway Scholarship Recipients
Margaret Monaco —a rising junior at NC State University 

majoring in Textile Technology with an emphasis in biomedical 
applications. She has an excellent academic record making 
the Dean’s list for 3 of the 4 semesters she has been enrolled 
at NC State University. She is currently working part time with 
the Anesthesia Department at UNC medical school on an opioid 
research study. Her ultimate goal is to attend medical school.

Hannah Caskey —a rising sophomore at Gulf Coast State 
College, Panama City, FL. She is pursuing a B.S. in Nursing. 
Initially Hannah choose Elementary Education as her major but 
recently changed her major to nursing motivated by her passion 
for Human Biology and Medicine. She has an amazing perfect 
4.0(A) average in all the courses taken in college! 

Lineberry

Davis

Monaco

Caskey

BK BARRINGER SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
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Anjali Boyd —a rising junior at Eckerd College, St Petersburg, FL double majoring 
in Environmental Studies and Marine Science. She is very active in participating as an 
undergraduate in research projects and leadership roles in various organizations. She 
had the opportunity to conduct research in the Rittschof and Stillman Lab at Duke Uni-
versity and the Stevens Lab at the University of Maryland Eastern Shore. She is founder 
and editor-in-chief of Feedback Magazine, founder and leader of the Marine Science 
Club and serves as a SEVENSEAS Ocean Ambassador. Her ultimate goal is to obtain a 
PhD in marine ecology and conservation.

Jacob Veilleux —graduated in December 2017 with a B.S. degree in Fisheries, 
Wildlife and Conservation Biology. Following graduation he obtained a six month pro-
fessional internship at Disney’s Animal Kingdom Veterinary Hospital and will have an 
opportunity to work with the health team at The Seas Epcot which is a massive aquar-
ium. Jacob will enter the College of Veterinary Medicine at NC State University this 
Fall. After completing his degree he hopes to work in fisheries and wildlife population 
health management or zoological medicine.  He has been selected to be an Aquacul-
ture and Fisheries Scholar which will allow him to gain aquatic health experiences.

Hunter Watts —is entering his second year at Wake Technical Community College 
pursuing an Associate of Applied Science Degree as a John Deere Technical Special-
ist. This summer he is participating in an “on the Job” training as a John Deere Tech-
nician. His goal is to become a certified John Deere mechanic. 

Boyd

Veilleux

Watts

DON EURY SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

MARK WEIR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

http://Feedback Magazine
https://www.facebook.com/ECMarineScienceClub/
https://www.facebook.com/ECMarineScienceClub/
http://SEVENSEAS Ocean Ambassador
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csfua96q9yM
https://disneyworld.disney.go.com/attractions/epcot/seas-with-nemo-and-friends/
https://emc.ncsu.edu/alternate-page/undergraduate/fisheries-health-scholars/
https://emc.ncsu.edu/alternate-page/undergraduate/fisheries-health-scholars/
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Each year the Core Banks Surf 
Fishing Club and the Davis 

Island Fishing Foundation jointly 
organize a work trip to south Core 
Banks (Davis Island) to assist the 
park service staff in maintenance of 
the cabins at Great Island Camp. We 
had a record number of 30 volunteers 
participating in the 2018 trip. The park 
service outlined four projects and we 
added a fifth. Painting exteriors of 
cabins is one chore we always tackle. 
Other projects requested by the park 
service included replacing the siding 
on the back of the volunteers cabin; 
replacing stairs at four cabins; and 
installing reflectors on bollards in 
the cabin roads. DIFF member John 
Reams noted that the hurricane straps on the porch of the bathhouse 
were completely rusted and broken in places so we added their re-
placement to the list.

The work parties were broken up into five teams with a crew leader 
assigned for each 
team. Roy Byrd headed 
up the painting team. 
Dale Gizewksi and a 
new recruit Matt Lem-
ons were the spray 
handlers while Roy, 
Kent Wiggins and Joe 

Gaughran han-
dled the paint 
caddy.  Other 
team  mem-
bers  included 
the window 
covering and 
uncovering 
crew. Wayne Brooks, Richard Lemons. Jim Lemons, Jimmy Wade, 
Ellis Edwards and Jerry Fowler made up that crew. The paint team 
painted cabins 8, 9, 10 the bathhouse and most of the volunteer cabin. 
Two coats of paint were applied to all the cabins and the bathhouse 

received three coats.
Larry and Bill Parham led 

the siding replacement team 
and team members consisted 
of Kyle Buchanan, Ralph 
Lassiter, Pat Ragan, Alvin 
Tans and Fisher Rodgers. 
Removing the bad siding was 
extremely difficult as it was 
almost completely decayed 
and only came off in small 
pieces. Additionally, the re-
placement project grew since 
siding on more than the rear 
of the cabin had to be re-
placed. Many of the wall studs 
were also decayed and had to 

SIDING REPLACEMENT CREW

Tom Monaco

2018 WORK TRIP TO GREAT ISLAND CAMP
SOUTH CORE BANKS — MAY 3-6, 2018

PAINT CREW
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be replaced. Remarkably the 
project which began on Thurs-
day afternoon was completed 
by Friday afternoon including 
painting the new siding.

The stair replacement team 
was led by Mike Matthews 
and they were tasked with 
replacing steps at four cabins. 
His team members were Brian 
Trotter, Mike Kirn and Lance 
Brown. This group replaced 
the steps at cabins 4 and 8 
Thursday afternoon and steps 
at cabin 10 and 13 Friday 
morning. Mike Kirn a CBSFC 
member did not know the 
three DIFF members on this team and by the end of the project he 
formed a strange bond with the leader of the team Mike Matthews 
which led to Mike Kirn catching his first ever big drum Thursday 
being coached by Mike Matthews and Lance Brown!

Ann Beeson led the reflector installation team which consisted 
of David Watts, Christy Watts, and Phillip Beeson. In addition to 
installing 40 reflectors they also conducted a trash pickup of the 
entire camp and some detailed painting of missed spots on the 
bathhouse and some of the other cabins.

John Reams headed up the hurricane strap replacement team 
which consisted of Robin and Lee Hege. Lee picked up the straps 
from Lowes on his way to Davis since the park service did not 
have any on hand.

Tom Monaco served as camp cook and all meals were provided 
in cabin 9. Cost of the food was covered by both clubs. Our thanks to 
Steve Sabol and his staff for having all building and painting supplies 
on hand and for their assistance and support with all the projects. 
Thanks also to Jill Jaworski chief ranger for securing the cabins 
for the club at no cost to us. Thanks also to both ferry services for 
providing vehicle and passenger transporta-
tion to the island. Lastly a big thanks to all the 

volunteers from both clubs for their donation of time and talent to 
accomplish an amazing amount of work in a relatively short period 
of time. Approximately 300 work hours were involved in completing 
all the work assignments.

STAIR BUILDING CREW

Mike Kirn, member of the Core Banks Surf 
Fishing Club (CBSFC)

Lance Brown, President, Davis Island Fishing 
Foundation (DIFF) 

Jeff West, Superintendent, Cape Lookout National 
Seashore and Jill Jaworski, Chief Ranger
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Rich Lambert

DIFF FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT

It’s time to start thinking about fall fishing 
and our upcoming 2018 DIFF tournament. 

Last year’s event was a big success. First 
of all, the weather was wonderful and we 
were able to have the tournament. Storms 
have not been on our side over the past few 
years, but last year everything came together 
to allow us to proceed with the event. But of 
course, there are several other reasons to 
celebrate. We had over 200 entrants includ-
ing a healthy number of youth participants. 
We gave away $10,000 in prize money. We 
raised over $7,000 for our grants and schol-
arships program, more money than at any 
tournament ever before. And most impor-
tantly, we had all the fun and fellowship we 
have come to expect from the DIFF fall surf 
fishing tournament, truly one of the high-
lights of the year for many of us.

It takes a dedicated group of volunteers to 
make such an event come together so suc-
cessfully. All of the Board of Directors and 
many other volunteers worked very hard to 
play many important roles. Please consider 
volunteering to help with this year’s event. If 
you are willing to volunteer to help with any 
aspect of the tournament, please contact 
me. We need volunteers to help with reg-
istration, weigh-in, merchandise, and fund 
raising raffles. Also, if you or your business 
are willing to take on a sponsorship role 
please let us know. There are opportunities 
for important sponsorships, all of which 
allow the club to keep the entry fee low, fully 
fund the tournament without using club as-
sets, and to maximize our fundraising efforts 
for our grants and scholarships.

This year’s event will take place on Octo-
ber 11-13. Remember to get your registra-
tion in by July 31, 2018. Hope to see you at 
the tournament.

RED DRUM

(left to right) Devin Lineberry-1st place; Brice Barefoot-2nd place; John Eldridge-
3rd place; Paul Fleshman-4th place; Ted Moseley-5th place; Mike Matthews-
6th place; Carol Barefoot-7th place (tie); Steven Evans-7th place (tie).

PUPPY DRUM

(left to right) Trent Johnson-1st place; Ted Moseley-2nd place; Lance Brown-3rd 
place; Dane Curtsinger-4th place; Diana Holcomb-5th place; Colton Kinsey-6th 
place; Bob Aklus-7th place (tie); Ted Moseley IV-7th place (tie); Tyler Buchanan-7th 
place (tie).

FLOUNDER

(left to right) Andrew Riggleman-1st place; Roger Massey-2nd place; Devin 
Lineberry-3rd place (tie); Larry Ward-3rd place (tie); Mike Matthews-3rd place 
(tie); Jane Ward-6th place (tie); Tyler Reavis-7th place; Ken Grady-8th place. 

2017 DIFF FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT WINNERS
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(left to right) Mike Fulkerson-1st place (tie); John Reams-1st place 
(tie); Andrew Riggleman-3rd place (tie); L.G. Fields-3rd place (tie);  
Allen Rivenbark-5th place (tie); Stuart Rouse-5th place (tie); Clyde 
Cheek-5th place (tie); Bubba Johnston-5th place (tie).

WHITING

(left to right) Billy Marsh-1st place; Gordon Jones-2nd place; Pete 
Becker-3rd place; Stuart Rouse-4th place; Andrew Riggleman-5th 
place; Ted Moseley-6th place (tie); Kelly Williams-6th place (tie); 
Ted Moseley IV-8th place.

POMPANO

BLUEFISH

(left to right) Ricky Hayes-1st place; Chris Reavis-2nd place; 
Daniel Hefner-3rd place (tie); Blake Reavis-3rd place (tie); Kenny 
Long-3rd place (tie); Pete Becker-3rd place (tie); Mike Ferree-7th 
place; Jim Morris-8th place (tie); Todd Moore-8th place (tie).

(left to right) Bill Parham-1st place; Will Brooks-2nd place; Tyler 
Buchanan-3rd place (tie); Chris Reavis-3rd place (tie); Doug 
Jones-5th place; S.W. Baldwin-6th place (tie); Trent Johnson-6th 
place (tie); John Reams-8th place.

WILD CARD

2018 TEAM TAZ “MEMORIAL” YOUTH TOURNEY

Well here we are only a short time away from the 2018 DIFF 
Tourney & it seems to me like we just finished the 2017 

Tourney about a month ago. Time flies when you’re having fun, so 
I hear.

Team Taz is looking forward to another great Youth Category 
this year but with a bit of sadness as we lost our mascot TAZ back 
in November. As you will notice, we have now added “Memorial” 
to the title. We do have a new “mascot in training”, which is our 
new Pomeranian “Lady” & hopefully will have her on the island 
during tourney week. 

We have been very blessed with a variety of financial & mon-
etary donations from various members since starting the “non-
DIFF” sponsored Youth Category several years ago & hope to 
receive assistance again this year. Participation has been a bit er-
ratic from year to year but we hope to have a BIG turnout in 2018. 

You do NOT need to get me anything till tourney week on the 

island, BUT I would like to ask anyone who plans to provide finan-
cial or monetary prize assistance to contact me as far in advance 
as possible to let me know what you will be contributing. This will 
help us be able to determine prior to tourney week the number of 
payout spots as well as how to break down the amount per spot. 
Also, if enough financial assistance is provided I can get some 
“pre-tourney” prizes for each participant to give away during the 
pre-tourney festivities.   

We look forward to seeing everyone on the Island in October!!!

Team TAZ

Diana, Sonny & David 
phone: 704-437-4031
email: dnhmvyd@gmail.com

mailto:dnhmvyd%40gmail.com?subject=DIFF%20Club%20Team%20TAZ%20%22Memorial%22%20Youth%20Tourney
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DIFF 30TH ANNUAL FALL SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT
$10,000 in Prize Money

October 11-13, 2018
ENTRY FEE OF $100.00 IS DUE WITH ENTRY FORM POST MARKED by JULY 31, 2018. 

NO EXCEPTIONS

$2,500.00 in DIFF Scholarships + $1,000.00 in DIFF Grants.

The DIFF Club Surf Fishing Tournament is open to DIFF Club members 
only. The tournament will begin at 12:00 noon on Thursday, October 11, 
2018 and will end at 12:00 noon on Saturday, October 13, 2018. All con-
testants must register at Cabin 16, DIFF headquarters, between 9:00 AM 
and 11:00 AM on October 11, 2018. The deadline for entering the tourna-
ment is July 31, 2018. Tournament Fee for DIFF members under 16 be-
fore 10-11-2018 will be waived when accompanied by an adult entrant. 
When you register, please provide your current email address.  Entry 
confirmation cards will be sent via email. Please print the confirmation 
email and bring it to Tournament or confirm with Director or Treasurer 
before Tournament. 

All contestants must attend a pre-tournament meeting at DIFF headquar-
ters beginning at 11:00 AM on October 11, 2018. Late arrivals that have 
prepaid must advise a DIFF official of their estimated arrival time and 
check in with an official prior to fishing. Contestants may not leave DIFF 
headquarters to begin fishing until the pre-tournament meeting is ad-
journed and the starting signal is given. There will be a random roll call. 
The tournament director reserves the right to call a complete roll call of 
tournament entrants as needed.  All registered contestants not present at 

starting signal will be DISQUALIFIED!! All fish in your possession at the 
beginning of the tournament must be dressed. Your vehicle and premises 
may be inspected by tournament officials at the beginning of the tourna-
ment and at any time during the tournament. 

All fish (including appropriate paper work for fish) entered in the tour-
nament must be brought to and registered at the fishing tournament 
headquarters. Entrants are strongly encouraged to take photos of the fish 
they catch and enter into the weigh-in, even those fish which must be 
released.  Tournament headquarters will be open on a limited schedule. 
Entrants will be given the schedule at the pre-tournament meeting. To be 
eligible, a fish must be entered and registered in the tournament by 12:00 
noon, October 13, 2018. No exceptions! Contestants in the check-in line 
at noon on Saturday will be processed and eligible for the tournament. 
Fish check-in will be closed when that final group of entrants is pro-
cessed. For a fish to be eligible for a cash prize it must be registered and 
weighed-in by the individual catching the fish. Fish will not be weighed-in 
for anyone showing up after 12 noon Saturday. In addition to being eligi-
ble to fish in the tournament entrants are eligible to participate in all other 
tournament activities. 

Prizes will be awarded as follows:                                                                          (* Species to be determined.) 

RED DRUM PUPPY DRUM FLOUNDER BLUEFISH WHITING OPEN* OPEN*

1st $ 5 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0 $ 4 0 0

2nd $ 3 3 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0 $ 3 0 0

3rd $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0 $ 2 2 0

4th $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0 $ 1 6 0

5th $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0 $ 1 2 0

 6th $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0 $ 9 0

7th $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0 $ 7 0

8th $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0 $ 5 0

Total $1540 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410 $1410

A contestant may win one cash prize per category. Contestants can win 
a cash prize in more than one category. Any prize money not awarded 
in a category will be awarded as Scholarships or Grants.  Any ties for a 
merchandise prize (Example-First Place Combo) will be settled by a coin 
toss.  Any ties for cash will be divided equally, after summing the total of 
the cash awards for that position and the next lower cash award levels 

as is appropriate. If there are less than 200 paid entrants or funds are 
not otherwise raised to cover tournament expenses and prizes, the prize 
money in each category will be reduced proportionally.  Contestants are 
eligible to win only one door prize, and must be present at the drawing to 
win.  Contestants must be present to win Raffle prizes with the exception 
being the Generator Raffle.
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RULES FOR DETERMINING WINNING FISH

FISHING AND CONDUCT RULES 

NO-SHOWS

TOURNAMENT CANCELLATION AND/OR MODIFICATIONS

RED DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by measurement 
from the tip of upper jaw to the tip of the tail, plus measurement of girth (per 
diagram), both measurements to nearest 1/8”. Fish must be measured and 
recorded in presence of two tournament members and witnessed with their 
signatures. Forms must be fully completed and turned in at the designated 
time. State size limit will apply.  All fish outside of the State slot size must be 
released alive.

PUPPY DRUM: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State 
size limit will apply. All fish outside of the State slot size must be released 
alive. The same fish cannot be entered for Red Drum category.

FLOUNDER: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. All floun-
der must be caught by bait (natural or artificial). No intentional snagging will 
be allowed with weight and treble hook. 

BLUE FISH: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply.

WHITING: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. State size 
limit will apply. 

OPEN CATEGORIES: A single fish per entrant to be determined by weight. 
State size limit will apply. 

The open categories will be announced during the pre-tournament meeting 
based on species available at that time.

SPECIAL CATEGORIES: Additional fish categories may be announced during 
the pre-tournament meeting.  State size limits will apply.  Entrant must de-
clare the category during weigh-in and only one fish can be weighed in per 
entrant per category.

All fish must be caught on hook and line with rod and reel from the shore-
line or permanent structures attached to Core Banks South (Davis Island). 
The fish will belong to the person originally hooking the fish, but can have 
another entrant assist in landing, or as a relief handling the rod or reel. A 
non-contestant person may not assist in any way. 

Each contestant is permitted to fish with two rods at any given time. Any 
fish whose physical makeup has been altered in any way will be disquali-
fied. Any violation of the rules will warrant disqualification of the contestant 
in all fish categories.

Fishing spots may not be reserved prior to or during the tournament in any 
way such as, placing rod holders, the aid of entrants or non-contestants or 
parking vehicles at a place on the beach where you intend to fish. Parked 
vehicles left other than in the camp area should be well above the high 

tide mark. Please apply common courtesy while visiting or traveling through 
congested fishing areas. Many of us share favorite fishing spots on the 
south core banks. 

The tournament director and/or his assignees (protest committee) reserve 
the right to disqualify any fish of suspicious nature that is entered. Names 
of the Rules and Protest Committee members will be given at the beginning 
of the tournament. Written protests must be filed with the Rules and Pro-
test Committee by 12:30 p.m. on October 13, 2018. Any protest after that 
time will not be considered. All decisions by the committee will be final. All 
Federal, State and Park Service laws and/or rules shall be observed. NOTE: 
North Carolina Saltwater Fishing License regulations are in effect.  

It is the responsibility of entrants to know current creel and bag limits. See 
http://www.ncwildlife.org/.

In the event the entrant cannot for any reason, other than provided below, 
attend the tournament, the entrant shall not be eligible for any refund.  

Entrants’ rights to tournament are not transferable.

In the event the Park Service closes the island/cabins during the tournament 
dates, the tournament will be canceled. In the event the island is closed for 
a period during the week of the tournament and is reopened prior to the be-
ginning of the tournament, the tournament committee shall, with the input 
of the Park Service and the concessionaires, make a determination as to 
whether all entrants can be transported to the island so that the tournament 
can begin no later than 9:00 PM on Thursday evening of the tournament. If 
that cannot be reasonably accomplished in the opinion of the tournament 
committee, the tournament will be canceled. Each entrant is responsible 
for contacting Ferry Service and NPS to determine the status of Island 
closures due to extreme weather. Please see diffclub.com or contact 
a DIFF Board Member for Tournament Status. In the event that the Park 
Service gives notice to the tournament committee before 8:00 AM Friday 
that the Island is being closed, the tournament shall be deemed canceled. 

This rule will be in effect even if the tournament has already started. In the 
event of cancellation of the tournament because the island has been 
closed by the Park Service as contemplated herein, $75.00 of the entry 
fee for each entrant will be applied toward next year’s tournament 
entry fee. Entrants may request a refund of $75 by emailing the DIFF club 
treasurer by Dec. 31 of 2018.  In the event that the Park Service gives no-
tice to the tournament committee after 8:00 AM Friday that it is closing the 
island, the tournament shall be deemed official and the tournament com-
mittee shall determine the official deadline for the tournament. The tourna-
ment committee will conclude that the Park Service has made a reasonable 
effort to notify on a timely manner, each person on the island of its decision 
to close the island. Should this event occur, it is the entrant’s responsibility 
to contact the tournament committee regarding early termination of the 
tournament, weigh-in times, etc.

http://www.ncwildlife.org/
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Davis Island Fishing Foundation
P.O. Box 1080
Benson, NC 27504

CASTING TAILS

PARK WATCH
You can be an extra set of eyes 
and ears in the park to help the 

park rangers keep everyone 
safe. To report a problem or a 

violation that you have seen, call
 252-728-2250 ext. 4444

Officers:
Lance Brown — President 336.558.7942
Tom Monaco — Vice President 919.616.7106
Roy Byrd — Secretary 919.270.4170
Wes Johnson — Treasurer 919.480.3100
Gordon Jones — Asst. Treasurer 704.904.4736

Board of Directors:
Larry Bassett 336.210.4828
Ann Beeson 336.399.6087
David Holcomb 704.437.4031
Geneive Jones 432.222.6658
Mark Kennedy 252.361.1343
Rich Lambert 803.517.7343
David Schickedantz 336.312.7963

Email Board of Directors:  diffclub@outlook.com
Email Casting Tails Editor:  diffeditor@gmail.com

DIFF... Beyond Fishing!

The Davis Island Fishing Foundation “DIFF” is a non-profit club for people that enjoy recre-
ational surf fishing and associated fellowship and social activities on South Core Banks of 
Cape Lookout National Seashore, affectionately known as Davis Island

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The purpose, objectives and efforts of DIFF are to benefit the DIFF membership and other visitors of 
Davis Island.

• DIFF actively supports and demonstrates responsible use of off-road vehicles for beach access to 
engage in surf fishing and other suitable activities.

• DIFF promotes a code of ethics for responsible behavior on the island.

• DIFF educates visitors on the rich heritage of surf fishing and current fishing conservation practices.

• DIFF provides physical and fiscal resources to assist the Park Service in maintaining cabins and 
other facilities.

• DIFF hosts fishing tournaments for its members enjoyment.

• DIFF supports the conservation of Davis Island’s culture, history, heritage and appropriate protec-
tion of its fish and wildlife.

• DIFF collaborates with the park management, concessionaires and other supportive organizations 
to benefit the DIFF membership.

• DIFF maintains awareness of activities that could affect Davis Island in a positive or negative way 
and responds appropriately to support the DIFF purpose.

• DIFF provides effective communications to its members by web site, newsletter and periodic 
meetings.

mailto:diffclub%40outlook.com?subject=
mailto:diffeditor%40gmail.com?subject=
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